《Commentary on the Epistle to the Galatians》
Introduction to the Epistle
I. Writer

Paul the apostle (Gal. 1:1; 5:2; 6:11). 

    According to the records of the Bible, Paul was Saul previously (Acts. 13:9) and he was an Israelite, of tribe of Benjamin (Rom. 11:1). According to the lineage, he was a Hebrew of the Hebrews (Pill. 3:5). He was born in Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, yet brought up at the feet of Gamaliel, and taught according to the perfect manner of the Jewish law (Acts. 22:3). Later he lived a Pharisee after the strictest sect of Judaism (Acts. 26:5). He was zealous in the law of the elders and persecuted the church (Pill. 3:6). However, he did it ignorantly in unbelief (1Tim. 1:13). One day when he came near Darmascus in order to arrest believers, the Lord Jesus appeared to him in the way (Acts. 9:1-5). From then on, he became a Christian, was called to be an apostle (Rom. 1:1) and mainly preached the gospel to the Gentiles (Gal. 2:8). He wrote at least thirteen epistles of the New Testament successively and he was the main interpreter of the truth in Christianity. 

II. The Recipients



To the church in Galatia. 

  
Galatia was an administrative province in the ancient Roman Empire (it is a part of Turkey today) and it was divided into the south Galatia and the north Galatia. On Paul’s first journey, he preached the gospel and established the church in the south Galatia, Antioch in Pisidia, Iconium, Lystra and Derbe of Lycaonia and other places (Acts. 13:13-14:28). On Paul’s second journey, he came to the churches in the province of Galatia, encouraged and strengthened all believers (Acts. 16:1-5). And whether Paul had gone to the north Galatia was not clearly recorded in the Bible. 

III. The Time and Location the Book was Written



Paul mentioned that he came to Galatia “at the first” in this book (Gal. 4:13-14) and it means that he had come to this place at least two times. And therefore this book should be written after the matter that was recorded in Acts. 16:1-5. 

    From the contents of this book and the book of Romans, probably these two books were written in one period. The book of Galatians should be written before the book of Romans because the words in the book of Romans were more detailed. The book of Romans was written about A.D. 56-57 before Paul arrived at Corinth on his third journey (Rom. 15:25-28; 1Cor. 16:1-6; Acts. 19:21; 20:2-3). We could conclude that the book of Galatia was written at that time or a little earlier (about A.D. 46-57) in this journey. The certain place where it was written was not in detail. 

IV. The Background



After Paul went to the south Galatia on his second journey and before he went to Greece, Judaizers who were zealous in the law and called themselves Christians came to the churches in Asia Minor. They attacked the teachings of Paul from three aspects: 

  1) they defamed Paul and questioned his ministry of apostleship. 

  2) they held that the Gentiles should be circumcised and Judaised and then they shall be saved. 

  3) they opposed Paul that he only preached grace and did not preach the law. They emphasized that men had to pay attention to behaviors beyond grace and they agitated Christians to keep the Jewish ceremonies and regulations. 

  These churches had shallow knowledge of the truth. They actually accepted the statements of the Judaizers and held that they won’t be saved unless they kept the circumcision and the Law of Moses. 

  When Paul went to Greece on his third journey, some people told him that how the Judaizers misled them and the churches in Galatia hesitated. And then Paul wrote this book to guide, encourage them and make them abandon the wrongness and return to the truth. And it is the book of Galatians.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

V. Special Points



1) There aren’t words of praise. In the other epistles of Paul, he always praised the good points of the recipients first. 



2) There aren’t words of thanksgiving. Paul was accustomed to giving thanks to God for the recipients and Paul even thanked God for the church in Corinth which was corrupt in the moral (1Cor. 1:4). From this we could know that the corruption of faith is more terrible than the moral corruption. 

3) The words are quite sharp-pointed. The terms in the book were quite frank and Paul denounced them relentlessly. He accused those who preached the heresy and he would they were even cut off (Gal. 1:8-9; 5:12).

4) The letter that Paul had written with his own hand was large (Gal. 6:11).

5) This book is the sharp weapon to deal with those who insisted on the law. 

VI. General Description



The three themes of this book: 

1) It guides men how to have freedom------only rely on the pure Christ’s gospel which God reveals (Gal. 1).

2) It tells men the good pointes of having freedom: 

a. One does not need to be circumcised if he has freedom (Gal. 2:1-10).

b. One should not follow the life style of the Jews if he has freedom (Gal. 2:11-21). 

c. One is not restrained by the law if he has freedom (Gal. 3-4).

3) It tells men how to enjoy the freedom that they have:

a. Do not use liberty as an opportunity for the flesh (Gal.5:1-6:10). 

b. Deal with the old men by cross and be a new creation (Gal. 6:11-18). 

VII. It’s Relations with Other Books in the Bible



1) This book and the book of Romans: the salvation is both talked about in these two books and one is primary and the other is secondary, just as the book of Ephesians and the book of Colossians in which Christ and the church are discussed. Justification is both mentioned in these two books and the contents of the two books are similar. However, the book of Galatians is quite simple and the book of Romans, abundant. The book of Galatians is to restrain the present baneful influence and the book of Romans is to prevent the prospective baneful influence. These two books are the bases of the religious doctrines of Christianity and they are quite important. 

     2) This book and the book of Hebrews: these two books have many similar points: 

       a. the similar aim: the aim of this book is to save them from falling from grace (Gal. 5:4) and the aim of the book of Hebrews is to save them from losing God’s grace (Heb. 12:15).

       b. the similar objects: this book is written to the churches that were confused by Judaism and the book of Hebrews is written to the churches who had not fully departed from Judaism and wanted to returned to Judaism. 

       c. the scriptures that are quoted are similar: “the just shall live by faith” (Gal. 3:11; Heb. 10:38).

       d. the similar title: the law is talked about in these two books; however, the recipients of this book are the Gentile believers and therefore grace is spoken earlier than the Law. And the recipients of the book of Hebrews are the Jewish believers and therefore the law is spoken earlier than grace. 

       e. the similar content: in these two books the author both mentioned “Jerusalem” (Gal. 4:25; Heb. 12:22), “promise” (Gal. 3:18; Heb. 6:13) and “the angel” (Gal. 1:8; Heb. 1:14). In these two books the author both talked about the “covenant” (Gal. 3; Heb. 8), made men remember God’s servants (Gal. 6:6; Heb. 13:7), discussed that the recipients suffered many tribulations (Gal. 3:4; Heb. 10:32-39), encouraged them not to use liberty as an opportunity for the flesh and to pursue purity and love each other (Gal. 5:16-24; Heb. 12:14-17, 13:1). The greetings are similar. 

       f. the heresies that are talked about in these two books are similar: a different gospel is discussed in this book and the different teachings are discussed in the book of Hebrews. It is written in this book that the heretical ones changed the Lord’s gospel (Gal. 1:17) and it is written in the book of Hebrews that the gospel is better than the law of the Old Testament (Heb. 9:11). It is discussed in this book that we should not fall from grace and it is written in the book of Hebrews that there remains no more sacrifice for sins if one departs from the Lord. It is written in this book that the freedom of the truth of the gospel is not restrained or controlled by Judaism and the advantages of the New Testament is talked in the book of Hebrews. It is written in this book that men are misled because of ignorance and it is written in the book of Hebrews that believers who do not make progress are babies. Judaism is called the elements in both books (Gal. 4:3; Heb. 5:12).

VIII. Key Verses  



“I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me” (Gal. 2:20). 

     “Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made us free, and do not be entangled again with a yoke of bondage.” (Gal. 5:1).

IX. Key Words



“Law” is used thirty-one times; “flesh” is used eighteen times; “the Holy Spirit is used twenty-two times; “faith” is used twenty-two times; “freedom” is used eleven times; “promise” is used ten times; “justification” is used six times.

X. Outlines of the Book

I. Paul defended for his apostleship and the authority to preach the gospel of grace: 

  A. Paul’s apostleship was not from men but from God (Gal. 1:1-5).

  B. Some people preached a different gospel that was different from what Paul preached (Gal. 1:6-10).

  C. The gospel that Paul preached was of God’s revelation and it was not according to men (Gal. 1:11-24).

  D. The gospel that Paul preached was proved by all apostles (Gal. 2:1-10).

  E. Paul was faithful to the gospel that he preached and stood fast (Gal. 2:11-21).

II. Paul restated the contents of the gospel of grace and verified that grace is the only way to be saved: 

  A. The experience that the Galatians were saved proved that the gospel is justification (Gal. 3:1-5).

  B. The fact that Abraham was justified by faith proved that the gospel was of God (Gal. 3:6-14).

  C. God’s covenant of promise was before the law and it proved that one receives grace not by keeping the law (Gal. 3:15-22).

  D. The convention that babies cannot inherit the inheritance proved that the law was only the herald of the gospel (Gal. 3:23-4:11).

  E. The situation that the Galatians were saved proved that they had received Christ by faith (Gal. 4:12-20).

  F. The two covenants that were typified by Sara and Hagar proved that believers of the covenant of grace were born by promise (Gal. 4:21-31).

III. Paul pointed out the result of the gospel of grace that makes men depart from the control of the law and live freely in grace: 

  A. In Christ neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything (Gal. 5:1-5).

  B. Believers walk in the Spirit instead of the flesh and therefore they are not under the law (Gal. 5:16-26).

  C. Only when men do good by the Spirit will the law of Christ be fulfilled (Gal. 6:1-10).

  D. We should be a new creation and only boast the cross of Christ (Gal. 6:11-18).

Galatians Chapter One
I. Content of the Chapter

Paul Defended for the Gospel 

I. Greetings------the origin of Paul’s apostleship: 

  A. God is the only source of his ministry of preaching (v.1).

  B. He was acknowledged by numerous believers of Christ (v.2).

  C. He wished that other believers would receive the good thing (v.3).

  D. He declared the works of Christ (v.4-5).

II. Blame------the Galatians even turned to a different gospel:

  A. Paul marveled that they were turning away from God (v.6a).

  B. The different gospel was not another (v.6b-7).

  C. Those who preached a different gospel should be accursed (v.8-9).

  D. Those who preached the true gospel did not seek to please men (v.10).

III. Explanation------what Paul preached was from God: 

  A. Before he believed in the Lord------he was zealous for the traditions of his fathers (v.13-14).

  B. The moment he believed in the Lord------God revealed Christ in his heart (v.11-12; 15-16a).

  C. After he believed in the Lord------he had not learned anything from those who were in the Lord before him (v.16b-21). 

  D. The effect of the true gospel makes men give glory to God (v.22-24).

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Gal. 1:1 “Paul, an apostle (not from men nor through man, but through Jesus Christ and God the Father who raised Him from the dead),”


YLT: “Paul, an apostle -- not from men, nor through man, but through Jesus Christ, and God the Father, who did raise him out of the dead --”

Meaning of Words: “apostle”: the one who is sent, the messenger; “Paul”: little; “from”: spring in, come from; “through”: by reason of; “raise”: quicken.


The Background: the early churches always esteemed “the apostles” and kept their teachings (Acts. 2:42) and therefore the apostles had the spiritual authority of speaking in the name of Christ. At that time, some people defamed Paul in the churches in Galatia and accused him that he was not the true apostle and therefore what he preached was not persuasive. They said that the twelve apostles received the call from Christ directly and the ministry of Paul was through men’s calling. 


Literal Meaning: Paul defended for his qualification for his apostleship: 

1) “Not from men” It indicates that he was not sent by any group indirectly.

    2) “Nor through man” It indicates that it was not brought about by anyone (e.g. Barnabas) indirectly. 

    3) It is Jesus Christ who was raised among the dead that directly appeared to him and selected him (Acts. 9:15).

　  4) And it was through the calling and revelation of God the Father (Gal. 1:15-16).


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The author called himself “Paul” and was willing to be “little” (the meaning of Paul) after he was saved. God’s servants should not be proud and should humble themselves to serve others (See Matt. 20:26-28).

2) The status of preachers is not due to abilities or knowledge of the Bible but God’s calling and sending. 

3) Nobody could make another one be the Lord’s worker and only God could do this. 

4) Every preacher should be convinced that his ministry of preaching is from God’s commission. 

5) When the proofs of apostles are mentioned in this verse, the case that the Lord was raised from the dead was specially mentioned and it means that preaching the gospel of Christ so as to make men be a new creation is fully in the realm of resurrection. 
Gal. 1:2 “and all the brethren who are with me, To the churches of Galatia:”


YLT: “and all the brethren with me, to the assemblies of Galatia:”

Meaning of Words: “with”: beside; “the churches”: a calling out. 


The Background: at that time Galatia was a province in the ancient Roman Empire and it included Iconium, Antioch in Pisidia, Lystra, Derbe and other cities. Paul once preached in that area and established many churches (Acts. 13, 16).


Literal Meaning: “and all the brethren who are with me” may refer to all the fellow-workers who travelled and preached with Paul (Pill. 4:21-22). This book was written by Paul himself, however, he added this sentence in order to show that the contents of this book were the ideas of him and all the fellow-workers. In addition, Paul indirectly pointed out that his fellow-workers all accepted and approved his apostleship through this. 

Gal. 1:3 “Grace to you and peace from God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ,”


YLT: “Grace to you, and peace from God the Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ,”

Meaning of Words: “grace”: gracious love, favor; “peace”: quietness, rest, without enmity. 


Literal Meaning: “grace” indicates that God gives Himself and all that He has to men freely which men are unworthy to receive. 

  “Peace” indicates the condition of blessing after men have been reconciled to God. And the state of sereneness is also included. It is the condition and result of men after they have enjoyed grace. Grace is the position and peace is the reality. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) When Paul was in the conflicts, struggle and pain in the Spirit, he still focused on the benefits of the churches, preaching the gospel and glorying God. It is the best proof that Paul’s apostleship was from God. 

2) Christians are those who have enjoyed God’s “grace” and therefore their life is happy. The Christianity without attraction is not the true Christianity. 

3) “Grace” is a gift that men cannot gain by themselves because men could do nothing worthy of grace. 

4) “Grace” is the source of “peace” and “peace” is the result of “grace”. It is impossible that men want to receive God’s peace if he does not seek God’s grace first. 

5) The “peace” of believers is neither related to the objective environments nor influenced by the outside environments. 
Gal. 1:4 “who gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us from this present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father,”


YLT: “who did give himself for our sins, that he might deliver us out of the present evil age, according to the will of God even our Father,”

Meaning of Words: “will”: desire, determination; “sins”: miss the mark; “deliver”: pluck out, rescue; “age”: the world, epoch. 


Literal Meaning: this verse indicates the four aspects of the gospel of grace: 

1) The source: “according to the will of our God and Father” The time, way and plan are included (John. 7:6, 8, 30; 8:30; Acts. 2:23).

2) The reason: “for our sins”. 

3) The nature: Christ “gave Himself”. He who knew no sin was made to be sin for us (2Cor. 5:21).

4) The aim: “that He might deliver us from this present evil age” the aim of His death was to deliver us from the corruptive system and power of the world. 

The “age” refers to the temporary, changeable, and valueless world which is controlled by Satan at present and we are in the world. The world is a part of Satan’s system and Satan used it to usurp and occupy men so as to make them depart from God and the will of God. And therefore it is called “this preset evil age”. Christians live in the world, however, we no long belong to the constitution of the world. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Those who cannot know the great love of Christ who “gave Himself” are unworthy of His salvation. 

2) The followers of Christ Jesus also walk on the way of giving themselves and taking their cross (Matt. 16:24).

3) We have to do everything according to the will of God. If it is not the will of God, though we give our body to be burned, but have not love, it profits us nothing (See 1Cor. 13:3). 

4) The salvation of Jesus Christ not only makes our sins be forgiven but also delivers us from the power of sins. 

Gal. 1:5 “to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.”


YLT: “to whom [is] the glory to the ages of the ages. Amen.”

Meaning of Words: “glory”: the state that is shown when God is present; “forever and ever”: throughout all ages, eternal; “Amen”: verily, hope so. 


Literal Meaning: the result of the grace of the gospel is to glorify God. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The greatest glory of men is temporary and it passes away in a flash and only God’s glory lasts forever and ever. 

2) The Lord’s workers all glorify God, however, the false workers glorify themselves. 

Gal. 1:6 “I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel,”


YLT: “I wonder that ye are so quickly removed from Him who did call you in the grace of Christ to another good news;”

Meaning of Words: “marvel”: wonder, be shocked; “turn away”: be transferred, remove from, change, turn, betray one’s faith; “call”: in the original the calling is effective and it cannot be refused; “different”: different kind, different nature; “gospel”: good news, glad tidings. 


The Background: the churches in Galatia were confused by Judaizers and were departing from Christ’s grace and turning to receive the different doctrines. And it is the main reason why Paul wrote this epistle. And therefore Paul mentioned the words of thanksgiving to God just as he did in the other epistles, however, he also stated his sadness. Judaizers cried from house-tops that the gospel that they preached was better and completer than that Paul preached. 


Literal Meaning: “so soon” indicates both the shortness of time and the quickness that their minds changed. 

  “A different gospel” It refers to another gospel and it isn’t the gospel of Christ at all. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Please note that Paul did not say that believers in Galatia departed from the doctrines that he preached but that they turned away from God “who called them”. If Christians receive the heresies, they indeed betray God. 

2) The good trick of Satan is to confuse the truth so as to make men follow a different gospel unconsciously, except enticing men into the lusts of the flesh.  

3) Believers in Galatia had turned away from God and they still called themselves Christians. Please note that those who call themselves Christians may pervert. 

4) Paul used “grace” purposely in order to declare the contrast between grace and “a different gospel”. The former refers to receiving freely and the latter refers to gaining by one’s merits and achievements. 
Gal. 1:7 “which is not another; but there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ.”


YLT: “that is not another, except there be certain who are troubling you, and wishing to pervert the good news of the Christ;”

Meaning of Words: “trouble”: disturbing one in the heart, confuse, worry, uneasy; “want”: desire, wish earnestly, with aim and plan; “pervert”: distort, twist, divert the emphasis to another thing. 


Literal Meaning: “not another” It is not the gospel. It is only the trick of Judaizers and they disguised it as the gospel. They also preached the death and resurrection of Christ, however, they added circumcision in the beginning and keeping the law finally. The center of the gospel was not changed. This gospel is not the gospel and it is the distortion of the truth. 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The tricky of the devil is not to overthrow God’s truth but to increase, decrease or change God’s truth so that men are made confused and feel hard to discern the true and false and they have to accept the heretical teachings. 

2) If we want to discern the true and false, we cannot see the distortion unless we measure it with the standard (the straight words in the Bible). 

3) Christ’s gospel is perfect, if men want to change it, what they can to make it worse and they cannot make it better. 

4) In the age of Paul, the law is added to the gospel and today science, philosophy, signs, spiritual giants, sects, organizations, social charity and etc are added to the gospel. 
Gal. 1:8 “But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed.”


YLT: “but even if we or a messenger out of heaven may proclaim good news to you different from what we did proclaim to you -- anathema let him be!”

Meaning of Words: “any other”: aside, over there, surpass; “be accursed”: isolate one from God to make him perish because he is hated by God, this word is used to declare one’s excommunication later; 


Literal Meaning: in the New Testament, the false prophets were especially accursed by God because they were full of deceit. They were sons of the devil, the enemies of the just and they distorted the word of God. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The principle of the gospel of grace is unswerving forever. Its reality does not lie in the authority and qualification of the preacher but its content. 

2) Paul also involved himself in, showing that everyone is possible to change and we should not trust the spiritual ones excessively. Unfortunately, it is easy for many people to trust the good reputation of men more than the word of God. 

3) Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light (2Cor. 11:14).

4) It is the character of the apostle that Paul involved himself in the curse of denying the gospel. Though they have the authority, they do not make themselves superior to the gospel. 

5) Angels and apostles are all messengers who preach the glad tidings, however, they have no right to change the gospel. 

6) Today when we receive the doctrines, we should not pay attention to anyone or any group that preach but whether the message that they preach is right. 
Gal. 1:9 “As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you have received, let him be accursed.”


YLT: “as we have said before, and now say again, If any one to you may proclaim good news different from what ye did receive -- anathema let him be!”

Meaning of Words: “receive”: accommodate just like the host welcomes the guest. 


Controversial Clarification: some people applied this verse to all the explanations for the truth of the Bible and regard their own understanding correct and think that all those who have the other understandings should be accursed. Such application is quite dangerous. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) There is one gospel and if something is different from the gospel, it is not the gospel. 

2) If what we believe and preach is different from the gospel of grace, the horrible curse would befall us. 

Gal. 1:10 “For do I now persuade men, or God? Or do I seek to please men? For if I still pleased men, I would not be a bondservant of Christ.”


YLT: “for now men do I persuade, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if yet men I did please -- Christ's servant I should not be.”

Meaning of Words: “bondservant”: slave, one sells himself as a slave.  


The Background: this verse should be the answer to the Judaizers’ following accusations: they probably accused Paul that he did not preach the law and circumcision because he feared it was hard for the Gentiles to receive them and he did not declare them purposely in order to cater for men and he loved pleasing men more than pleasing God. 

Literal Meaning: the word “for” in the beginning of this verse connects this verse and the previous words. 

  “For if I still” shows that before Paul became a bondman of Christ, he walked according to the principle of pleasing men. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The reason why the heresies preached the different gospel is that they loved the praise of men more than the praise of God. 

2) The bondmen of Christ should not seek men’s approval and favor purposely and certainly should not attract others’ antipathy. However, when the favor of men conflicts with the favor of God, we would rather seek God’s favor. 

3) The essential attitude of a bondman of God is to please God. 

Gal. 1:11 “But I make known to you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me is not according to man.”


YLT: “And I make known to you, brethren, the good news that were proclaimed by me, that it is not according to man,”

Meaning of Words: “make known”: certify, declare; “according to”: on the basis of. 


Literal Meaning: “is not according to man” It is not according to men’s suggestions or adheres to men’s ideas. It is not the new doctrine grasped from all the philosophies and theories in the world. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) When Paul scathingly rebuked that believers in Galatia were perverted, he still called them “brothers” (this word is used eight times in the whole book), showing that his rebuke was of the love among brothers in the Lord. 

2) In the church, we should walk according to the will of God instead of the will o f men (Matt. 26:39). If we pay attention to “the opinion of men”, we shall always put Christ into death (Matt. 26:66). 

Gal. 1:12 “For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came through the revelation of Jesus Christ.”


YLT: “for neither did I from man receive it, nor was I taught [it], but through a revelation of Jesus Christ,”

Meaning of Words: “from men”: stand by the side of men; “revelation”: lift a cover, uncover the veil. 


The Background: When the Jews received the teachings from rabbis, the students repeated the sentence that the teacher said. Paul was brought up at the feet of Gamaliel, the Jewish rabbi (Acts. 22:3). The last sentence of this verse probably indicates that Christ appeared to him outside the city of Mamascus (Acts. 9:3-8). Jesus whom he once thought was dead is indeed alive. The moment he saw the living Christ, he suddenly understood the mystery of the gospel. 


Literal Meaning: “I neither received it from man” It indicates that men are not the source from whom he received the gospel. 

  “Nor was I taught it” It indicates that men’s teachings are not the channel through which he received the gospel. 

  “The revelation of Jesus Christ” Jesus Christ is both the revealer and the content of revelation. 

  Here Paul stressed that the gospel that he preached was neither gained by the religious education that he had received nor given by the Lord’s disciples. And the gospel is the revelation that he directly received from the Lord. 

Controversial Clarification: some people, according to this scripture, hold that Christians should neither receive the teachings from others nor receive the knowledge of truth from men and even should not read the spiritual books and newspapers. Such explanation is wrong. The beginning of the gospel is undoubtedly the revelation of God, however, the gospel is preached through men’s teachings (See Col. 1:28). And therefore we should not lightly esteem prophecies and we should prove all things (1Thess. 5:20-21). 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) All the religions in the world are of men’s ideas and only Christianity is of God’s revelation. 

2) We should bring all that we have received and all the teachings from men to God’s light and ask Him to teach us to approve all things (See Pill. 1:10). 

Gal. 1:13 “For you have heard of my former conduct in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God beyond measure and tried to destroy it.”


YLT: “for ye did hear of my behaviour once in Judaism, that exceedingly I was persecuting the assembly of God, and wasting it,”

Meaning of Words: “conduct”: behaviors, life style; “beyond measure”: use up one’s minds and abilities; “persecute”: run to catch up with enmity; “destroy”: ravage and annihilation of the troops.  


The Background: When Paul was in Judaism, he persecuted the churches beyond measure in order to keep the law because God’s churches do not stress on keeping the law (Acts. 8:1; 9:1-2; 26:5; Pill. 3:5-6). From this we could know the close connection between Paul and Judaism and his faithfulness to the law. If the Lord did not appear to him, he was the slave of the law after all.  


Literal Meaning: It is mentioned in this verse that Paul previously walked according to the principle of destroying the churches. His great change of life here proved that the gospel that he preached was of God. 


Enlightenment in the Word: Paul persecuted the churches “beyond measure” when he was ignorant in unbelief, however, after he had believed in the Lord, he “greatly strived for” the churches (Col. 2:1). Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might (Eccl. 9:10). The works that are done by men who are neither cold nor hot are unacceptable to the Lord (Rev. 3:15).

Gal. 1:14 “And I advanced in Judaism beyond many of my contemporaries in my own nation, being more exceedingly zealous for the traditions of my fathers.”


YLT: “and I was advancing in Judaism above many equals in age in mine own race, being more abundantly zealous of my fathers' deliverances,”

Meaning of Words: “contemporaries”: peers; “advance”: forerunner; “traditions”: conventions.


The Background: except the law and ceremonies that were given by God, men in Judaism laid great stress on “the traditions of the fathers”------the oral regulations that were handed down by the Jews in all the past dynasties. They were the explanations and applications of the law of Moses and were used to supplement the insufficiencies of the letters and they had the same effect with the law. Paul was of the sect of the Pharisees who were zealous in the traditions of their fathers (Acts. 23:6). 


Literal Meaning: in this verse Paul described that he was zealous in religion and keeping the law and ceremonies before he believed in the Lord. Through this he wanted to prove one thing that the gospel that he preached today was not from men and nobody could persuade him to change him. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The religious zealousness without God’s revelation is the most terrible thing in the world------the one who kills men thinks that he renders service to God (John. 16:2). 

2) We should not lay more stress on the traditions of the fathers than God’s commandments (Matt. 15:6). Though many spiritual writings in Christianity in all the past dynasties are very precious, we should never let them replace the word of God. 

Gal. 1:15 “But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother's womb and called me through His grace,”


YLT: “and when God was well pleased -- having separated me from the womb of my mother, and having called [me] through His grace --”

Meaning of Words: “please”: regard it good, decide, will; “separate”: set off by boundary, divide, mark.


Literal Meaning: “please” shows that it is God’s aim and desire. 

“Who separated me from my mother's womb” One is marked out before he was born. 

  “Called” It not merely mentions that Paul was called to be a Christian and it especially refers to the gracious calling of Paul’s apostleship (Rom. 1:1).


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The zealous religious believers are proud of their own works and the true Christians are proud of God’s works upon them and God’s grace. 

2) Grace and calling are parallel. God showed us grace in order to call us to be channels that pass on and manifest his grace. 

Gal. 1:16 “to reveal His Son in me, that I might preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately confer with flesh and blood,”


YLT: “to reveal His Son in me, that I might proclaim him good news among the nations, immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood,”

Meaning of Words: “the Gentiles”: the nations, other races; “confer”: bring up. 


Literal Meaning: “in me” shows that Paul saw the risen Christ, and He had entered into the depth of his heart. 

  “Preach Him among the Gentiles” is to preach Him to all the non-Jews. 

  “Not confer with flesh and blood” It means that he did not discuss with natural men. It shows that he already had the full assurance. God not only gave him the authorization to preach the word but also provided him all the truth of knowledge that he needed. 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) It is God’s favor and desire in His heart to reveal Christ His Son.

2) God is also pleased to reveal His son to us. 

3) When God reveals us His son, it is not the outer objective doctrine or vision but the inner subjective knowledge and sight. 

4) Preaching is of revelation. The preaching without revelation is in vain. 

5) What we preach is not the law or ceremonies but Christ the son of God. We not only preach the doctrines of Christ but also preach the risen Christ. 
Gal. 1:17 “nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me; but I went to Arabia, and returned again to Damascus.”


YLT: “nor did I go up to Jerusalem unto those who were apostles before me, but I went away to Arabia, and again returned to Damascus,”

The Background: at that time, Jerusalem was the center of churches in the New Testament and the twelve apostles were all there. After Paul was saved, he went to Arabia and it was not mentioned in the ninth chapter of the Acts of the Apostles. “Arabia” refers to the vast region from Damascus to the wilderness of Sinai (the place of origin of the law) and it was also called Nabonites Arabia.  


Literal Meaning: the first half sentence is enough to prove that what the Judaizers said------“Paul was taught from the apostles and his words were from men” was trumped up. 

  Pal went to Arabia and it is deduced that he was alone with God and examined and corrected his faith and life. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “I went to Arabia” It means that he departed from the place where men are influenced by the Jewish culture and religion. 

2) He did not confer with flesh and blood in the previous verse, lest men decrease something and he did not see those who were apostles before him, lest men add something. 

Gal. 1:18 “Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and remained with him fifteen days.”


YLT: “then, after three years I went up to Jerusalem to enquire about Peter, and remained with him fifteen days,”

Meaning of Words: “see”: visit men and know with them. 


Literal Meaning: “after three years” It is counted from the time when Paul was called. 

  “Went up to Jerusalem” The word “up” is used because the land of Jerusalem was higher. 

  “And remained with him fifteen days” It shows that in such a short period of time, he could not learn the doctrine of salvation from him. Paul said so in order to prove that his teachings were not from men but from God directly. 

Gal. 1:19 “But I saw none of the other apostles except James, the Lord's brother.”


YLT: “and other of the apostles I did not see, except James, the brother of the Lord.”

Literal Meaning: this verse shows that he did not see many of the leaders in the church at that time. 

Gal. 1:20 “(Now concerning the things which I write to you, indeed, before God, I do not lie.)”


YLT: “And the things that I write to you, lo, before God -- I lie not;”

The Background: the word in this verse is the typical serious vow that a Jew makes before the judge. And it clearly states that if he has not spoken sincerely, he shall cause God’s judgment and anger. This verse aims to state that all the words that are mentioned are true. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Here Paul regarded God as the witness, showing that how he stressed on the apostleship that is not from but through God. 

2) Believers should have the consciousness of walking before God in deed and word and then we shall have good testimony. 

Gal. 1:21 “Afterward I went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia.”


YLT: “then I came to the regions of Syria and of Cilicia,”

The Background: the place where Paul grew up was Tarsus which was in Cilicia (Acts. 22:3). Tarsus of Cilicia was in the southern part of Turkey. Syria neighbored Cilicia and it included Lebanon today. When Paul began to preach, he preached in the area of his hometown. 


Literal Meaning: Paul specially mentioned these two places and it seemed to state that the realm that he worked was far away from Jerusalem. 

Gal. 1:22 “And I was unknown by face to the churches of Judea which were in Christ.”


YLT: “and was unknown by face to the assemblies of Judea, that [are] in Christ,”

Literal Meaning: the time may not refer to “the fifteen days” in the eighteenth verse but the several unknown years after Paul returned to his hometown Tarsus. 

Gal. 1:23 “But they were hearing only, ‘He who formerly persecuted us now preaches the faith which he once tried to destroy.’”


YLT: “and only they were hearing, that `he who is persecuting us then, doth now proclaim good news -- the faith that then he was wasting;'”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Paul either “persecuted” the churches or “preached” the word. He indeed put himself in the faith that he believed wholeheartedly. 

2) What we preach must be the great change that we have experienced by ourselves and then it shall be effective. 

Gal. 1:24 “And they glorified God in me.”


YLT: “and they were glorifying God in me.”

Literal Meaning: from this verse, we could know that the Jewish Christians acknowledged what Paul preached was the truth and praised God for his change. 


Enlightenment in the Word: Paul not only bore good witness in his life because of his great change and preached the truth faithfully. Though others did not see him, they still learned his experience and glorified God in him (v.22-24). We should also manifest and testify Christ in our life and works so that others may give thanks to God because of us. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

Paul’s Ministry of Apostleship

I. He was only sent by God and the Lord Jesus (v.1,15).

II. He was acknowledged by all the fellow-workers (v.2).

III. He was for the benefits of the churches (v.3).

IV. He preached the work that Christ had accomplished (v.4).

V. The apostleship was for the glorification of God (v.5).

The Gospel of Grace 

I. The source------the will of God the Father (v.1, 15).

II. The contents------His son Jesus Christ (v.16).

III. The message------Christ gave Himself for our sins (v.4) and was raised from the dead (v.1).

IV. The aim------He might deliver us form this present evil world (v.4). 

V. The result------glorifying God (v.5). 

The Features of the Gospel 

I. It is not another gospel (v.6).

II. It cannot be changed (v.7).

III. It has the incomparable authority (v.8-9): 

  A. it is superior to apostles. 

  B. it is superior to angles. 

  C. it is superior to anyone. 

  D. those who preach a different gospel shall be accursed. 

IV. It specially pleases the will of God (v.10).

The Origin of the Gospel that Paul Preached 

I. It is not from men (v.11-12, 16):

  A. it is not received from men. 

  B. it is not taught by men. 

  C. it is not conferred with men. 

II. it is of the good pleasure of God (v.15-16):

  A. the procedure: 

1. He separated Paul from his mother's womb. 

2. He called Paul through His grace.

3. He revealed His son in Paul. 

  B. the content------His son Jesus Christ. 

  C. the aim------He asked him to preach Him among the Gentiles. 

The Tracks after Paul Was Saved 

I. He did I go up to Jerusalem immediately (v.17)------he did not receive teachings from men. 

II. But he went to Arabia (v.17)------he went to be alone with God. 

III. And he returned again to Damascus (v.17)------he corrected his past wrongness. 

IV. After three years he went up to Jerusalem (v.18)------he faced his past history. 

V. Afterward he went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia (v.21)------he faced his hometown. 

Christ Is the Living Gospel 

I. The meaning of the living gospel: 

  A. It is not a set of doctrines (v.1, 11).

  B. It is the son of God (v.1, 16).

  C. The one whom Paul met (v.16).

II. The basis of the living gospel: 

  A. The will of God the Father

  B. The redemption of Christ. 

  C. The power of the Holy Spirit. 

III. The obstruction of the living gospel: 

  A. A different gospel (v.6).

  B. Another gospel (v.7)

  C. The perverted gospel (v.7b).

IV. The conflict of the living gospel: 

  A. Conflicting with flesh and blood (v.11-12, 16b).

  B. Conflicting with the traditions (v.14).

Galatians Chapter Two
I. Content of the Chapter

Paul Defended for the Gospel

I. Paul visited Jerusalem for the second time: 

  A. The time and the fellow-travelers (v.1).

  B. The aim is to defending for the gospel that he preached (v.2).

  C. He did not allow the false brethren to destroy the truth of the gospel (v.3-5).

  D. He did not allow those who seemed to be something to influence his position (v.6).

  E. The pillars of the church gave him the right hand of fellowship (v.7-10).

II. Paul withstood Peter to his face in Antioch: 

  A. Peter was to be blamed before men (v.11-13).

  B. The reasons why Paul blamed Peter: 

1. Believers should not walk according to the dual principles (v.14).

2. Believers are justified by faith instead of keeping the law (v.15-16)

3. Christ is certainly not a minister of sin (v.17-18).

4. Only when one is dead to the law will he be alive to God (v.19).

  C. Paul testified that he lived by faith in the Son of God (v.20-21).

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Gal. 2:1 “Then after fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, and also took Titus with me.”


YLT: “Then, after fourteen years again I went up to Jerusalem with Barnabas, having taken with me also Titus;”

The Background: the matter in v.1-10 is recorded in detail in Acts. 15:1-29. The meeting of the apostles at Jerusalem was mentioned and it was an important event in the church history. Paul and Barnabas went up to Jerusalem and discussed the matter whether the Gentile believers should keep the Jewish law with the leaders of the churches there. The conflict was brought in because some Jews who came to Antioch from Syria said that the Gentiles should not be saved unless they had been circumcised. The conclusion of the meeting was that the Gentile believers are saved not by keeping the law. 

  During the fourteen years, Paul had already gone to Jerusalem. It was mentioned in Acts. 11:30 that Paul sent contributions to Jerusalem. Here Paul did not mention the times that he had gone to Jerusalem to the Galatians but proved that the words of the Judaizers concerning the meeting at Jerusalem were unreal. 


Literal Meaning: in the first paragraph of the second chapter (v.1-10), Paul aimed at declaring that he was not an apostle acting alone but a member acknowledged and accepted by other apostles. The two ones who were mentioned in this verse were the representative testimonies: Barnabas was the fellow-worker with whom the Jewish believers were familiar; Titus was an example of the Gentiles who were saved. They were the living testimony to Paul’s work among the Gentiles. 

Gal. 2:2 “And I went up by revelation, and communicated to them that gospel which I preach among the Gentiles, but privately to those who were of reputation, lest by any means I might run, or had run, in vain.”


YLT: “and I went up by revelation, and did submit to them the good news that I preach among the nations, and privately to those esteemed, lest in vain I might run or did run;”

Meaning of Words: “privately”: in private, in secret; “of reputation”: seeming respectable, esteemed, considerable; “in vain”: for nothing, without effect, ineffective; “run”: race in the sports ground. 


The Background: according to Acts. 15:2, it was the church in Antioch that decided to send Paul and Barnabas to go up to Jerusalem; according to the forth and fifth verse, after they had arrived at Jerusalem, they probably met the apostles and the elders first and “declared all things that God had done with them”. Then they met the assembly. 


Literal Meaning: “And I went up by revelation” It meant that I went up to Jerusalem in order to obey the revelation that I had received. It did not conflict with the words in Acts. 15:2 that the church in Antioch sent them to Jerusalem. It was the inner burden that he went up to Jerusalem by revelation and it was the outer mission that he was sent to Jerusalem. 

  “Those who were of reputation” were the leaders in the church who were esteemed by others. 

  According to this verse, there were two kinds of meetings, concerning the meeting at Jerusalem: one was the common meeting and they “communicated to them”; the other was the meeting of leaders and they secretly discussed with “those who were of reputation”.

  “Lest by any means I might run, or had run, in vain” It meant that if the church in Jerusalem and the apostles were not in harmony with Paul in dealing with Judaizers with one heart, probably this would make his work among the Gentiles be in vain. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Paul not only preached the message by revelation but also walked by revelation. 

2) The principle on which believers walked is not our own favor but God’s revelation and guidance. 

3) What Paul communicated to brothers were not his own affairs but “that gospel which he preached”. What were you talking about in your service communication? 

4) Paul used “run” to describe his work, showing that his did not hold the free and easy attitude to work but made every effort into the work. 
Gal. 2:3 “Yet not even Titus who was with me, being a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised.”


YLT: “but not even Titus, who [is] with me, being a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised --”

Meaning of Words: “was compelled”: make by force, press, urge; “be circumcised”: cut around. 


The Background: circumcision originated from God’s covenant with Abraham (Gen. 17:11). It is the sign that the Jews made the covenant with God and kept the law. “Circumcision” is cutting the foreskin of men’s penes. The Judaizers advocated that the Gentile believers should also be circumcised and converted to be the Jews and then they shall be saved. 

Literal Meaning: this verse shows that the leaders in the church at Jerusalem did not have different opinion with Paul concerning circumcision. They did not hold that one had to be circumcised in order to be saved and therefore they didn’t compel Titus to be circumcised. This event also rebutted the view of the Judaizers. 


Enlightenment in the Word: it is not necessary for us the Gentile believers to keep the Jewish law and ceremonies.  

Gal. 2:4 “And this occurred because of false brethren secretly brought in (who came in by stealth to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage),”

YLT: “and [that] because of the false brethren brought in unawares, who did come in privily to spy out our liberty that we have in Christ Jesus, that us they might bring under bondage,”

Meaning of Words: “by stealth”: come in privily; “spy out”: spy on, inspect insidiously. 


Literal Meaning: “because of” shows that the following words explained the previous event, i.e. why Titus was not compelled to be circumcised. 

  This verse means that the Judaizers were “false brethren” who pretended to be Christians and sneaked into the church, attempting to spy out the attitude of the Gentile Christians to the Jewish law. They sought an occasion to snatch away the liberty of believers in Christ Jesus and made men be under the law and be bound and constrained by the law. 

  “Our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus” included that: 

1) We are not constrained by the letters and ceremonies of the law and we should enjoy the liberty of obeying the Holy Spirit. 

2) We are not constrained by others’ teachings and directions and should enjoy the liberty of faith. 

Gal. 2:5 “to whom we did not yield submission even for an hour, that the truth of the gospel might continue with you.”


YLT: “to whom not even for an hour we gave place by subjection, that the truth of the good news might remain to you.”

Meaning of Words: “an hour”: instant; “yield submission”: give place; “continue”: stay constantly. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) We should never yield submission to the heresies for the sake of truth and others’ right reception of truth. 

2) We should neither argue with men nor be unwilling to yield to others for our own gain and loss or the flesh. 

Gal. 2:6 “But from those who seemed to be something--whatever they were, it makes no difference to me; God shows personal favoritism to no man--for those who seemed to be something added nothing to me.”


YLT: “And from those who were esteemed to be something -- whatever they were then, it maketh no difference to me -- the face of man God accepteth not, for -- to me those esteemed did add nothing,”

Meaning of Words: “whatever”: of what kind; “make no difference to me”: have nothing to do with me; “show personal favoritism to man”: lift up one’s head; “add”: impart, lay up in addition. 


The Background: Paul’s knowledge of the truth in the New Testament was more than that of the apostles who became apostles before Paul and even Peter confessed that “something are hard to be understood” in Paul’s books (2Pet. 3:16).


Literal Meaning: “those who seemed to be something” refer to the leaders in the church at Jerusalem. 

  “It makes no difference to me” It indicates that they added nothing to Paul. 

  “God shows personal favoritism to no man” It indicates that God shows no favoritism to man and He did not accept the face of the leaders in the church. 

  “For those who seemed to be something added nothing to me” It indicates that they neither taught Paul nor added the things that Paul had known to him. Paul’s being saved and experience were fully the work of God instead of that of men. 


Enlightenment in the Word: in the spiritual things, we should neither know man according to the flesh (2Cor. 5:16) nor rely on men’s age, position, qualifications and etc. 

Gal. 2:7 “But on the contrary, when they saw that the gospel for the uncircumcised had been committed to me, as the gospel for the circumcised was to Peter”


YLT: “but, on the contrary, having seen that I have been entrusted with the good news of the uncircumcision, as Peter with [that] of the circumcision,”

Meaning of Words: “commit”: entrust, put in trust with, at that time this word was used when an ambassador received the duty.


Literal Meaning: “the uncircumcised” refer to the Gentiles. 

  “The circumcised” refer to the Jews. 

  “As” shows that Paul and Peter were in the aspect of the gospel.

  Please note that when Paul mentioned Peter individually, he always called him “Cephas”. However, he called him “Peter” in this verse and the eighth verse because Peter was always used to represent the twelve apostles of the Lord Jesus. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The workers whom God had called must have His commission. 

2) Not only the workers themselves but also others could perceive the commission that they have received from God. 

Gal. 2:8 “(for He who worked effectively in Peter for the apostleship to the circumcised also worked effectively in me toward the Gentiles),”


YLT: “for He who did work with Peter to the apostleship of the circumcision, did work also in me in regard to the nations,”

Meaning of Words: “work”: work internally, take effect, cause, make, be active.


Literal Meaning: here Paul made a dramatic announcement: God who worked with Peter also worked with him to preach the same message. This announcement meant to state that their work of preaching was all appraised and identified by God. 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The true spiritual works are not due to the compulsion for a short while but God’s inspiration. Those who are inspired would feel hard in their hearts if they do not obey Him. 

2) The reason why the works of the Lord’s servants are effective is that the Holy Spirit works in them on one hand and works with them on the other hand. 

Gal. 2:9 “and when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that had been given to me, they gave me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship, that we should go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised.”


YLT: “and having known the grace that was given to me, James, and Cephas, and John, who were esteemed to be pillars, a right hand of fellowship they did give to me, and to Barnabas, that we to the nations, and they to the circumcision [may go],”

Meaning of Words: “perceive”: know clearly, discern; “seem to be”: be esteemed to be, be of reputation; “fellowship”: participation, partnership, communion. 


The Background: “James, who seemed to be pillars” The James here was not James the brother of John because he had been killed by Herod (Acts. 12:2) but James the brother of the Lord. At that time he had became a leader in the church at Jerusalem (Acts. 15:13; 21:18).

  “They gave the right hand of fellowship” At that time the Jews gave each other the right hand of fellowship and it referred to promise, identification, proof, trust and friendship. 


Literal Meaning: “pillars” were those who had the power to make the church steady. They acknowledged that God’s grace and power worked in Paul. 

  “Gave the right hand of fellowship” It means that they acknowledged that there wasn’t the distinction of rank between the work of Paul and Barnabas in the Lord and that of the apostles. 

  “That we should go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised” They did not made the non-aggression pact in the sphere of influence of work but acknowledged the existing fact------the objects that they stressed on were different.  


Enlightenment in the Word: in this verse James was mentioned first and Peter was mentioned later. It probably showed that James was superior to Peter in the church at Jerusalem at that time. And it is a good example of the word that “so the last shall be first” (Matt. 20:16). It shows that there is not the changeless position or order in the church. 

Gal. 2:10 “They desired only that we should remember the poor, the very thing which I also was eager to do.”


YLT: “only, of the poor that we should be mindful, which also I was diligent -- this very thing -- to do.”

Meaning of Words: “eager”: make effort, use speed.


The Background: there was great dearth in the land of Judah in the days of Claudius Caesar (Acts. 11:28). The churches in all parts of the land of Judah were very poor and they needed to collect funds from all parts to help them. Paul had the burden of this and he always wrote and worked for the poor in his whole life of preaching (1Cor. 16; 2Cor. 9; Rom. 15).


Literal Meaning: Paul used the fine conclusion----“remembering the poor” to end his statement concerning this dramatic and uncommon matter. “Remembering the poor” betokened the theme of the following parts of the letter: those who have been bestowed grace and saved shall be called into the higher service of love of the law. 


Enlightenment in the Word: if we see our brother have need and do not show compassion to him to help him, it shows that our faith is dead (James. 2:15-20).

Gal. 2:11 “Now when Peter had come to Antioch, I withstood him to his face, because he was to be blamed;”


YLT: “And when Peter came to Antioch, to the face I stood up against him, because he was blameworthy,”

Meaning of Words: “withstand”: resist, stand against, oppose. 


The Background: the Antioch in this verse is in Syria and it was the third city in the Roman Empire. It was only secondary to Rome and Alexandria. Paul was sent out to work by the church in Antioch (Acts. 13:1-3; 14:26).

  The matter that he debated with Peter was mentioned from this verse and he probably answered the accusation of the Judaizers who said that Paul was inferior to Peter and he indeed blamed Peter before all the people and such attitude was inappropriate. 


Literal Meaning: in the eyes of Paul, what Peter had done at that time was an attack to the gospel and therefore he had to stand up to guard the gospel. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The open rebuke is far better than the open praise and the hidden judgment. 

2) We have to put men’s face and the respect for seniority aside in order to keep the truth of the gospel, just as what the Chinese past virtuous ones said------“forsaking family loyalty for righteousness”. 

Gal. 2:12 “for before certain men came from James, he would eat with the Gentiles; but when they came, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing those who were of the circumcision.”


YLT: “for before the coming of certain from James, with the nations he was eating, and when they came, he was withdrawing and separating himself, fearing those of the circumcision,”

Meaning of Words: “would eat” is in the imperfect tense. It refers to the continued action, showing that Peter had acquired the habit of eating with the Gentiles. “Withdrew” is used to describe the relief of a garrison in the military strategy. It is in the future perfect tense, showing that he withdrew gradually. “Separate”: apart from, limit. 


The Background: the Jews were forbidden to eat the unclean in the Old Testament (Lev. 11) and the Gentiles were not restrained by the judgment of foods. The Jews did not know the origin of the food of the Gentiles and therefore they never ate with the Gentiles, lest they eat the unclean. However, in the dispensation of the New Testament, Christ has annulled the law of commandments so as to make the Gentiles and the Jews be in one body (Eph. 2:11-18). God also made Peter accept the Gentiles through suggesting him eating the unclean in the vision (Acts. 10:9-16; 11:2-10). 


Literal Meaning: “certain men came from James” refer to those who were from the church at Jerusalem because James was in charge of shepherding the church at Jerusalem at that time. At that time a common practice seemed to be formed in the church at Jerusalem that they paid attention to keeping the circumcision                                                                                                                                                                        and even Peter feared those who were of the circumcision. 


Enlightenment in the Word: Peter obviously knew that eating with the Gentiles did not disobey the truth. However, he dared not eat with the Gentiles for the weakness at that time. The failure reminds us that, the knowledge of truth is different from the practice of truth and we should not be satisfied with the intellectual knowledge. 

Gal. 2:13 “And the rest of the Jews also played the hypocrite with him, so that even Barnabas was carried away with their hypocrisy.”


YLT: “and dissemble with him also did the other Jews, so that also Barnabas was carried away by their dissimulation.”

Meaning of Words: “hypocrite” indicates that actors on stage wear the masks and speak behind the masks and therefore it indicates that one hides his true minds and feelings; “be carried away”: take off together, be led away. 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The failure of Peter indeed influences many people. Those who are leaders in the church have to be cautious in their words and deeds. 

2) In a group, it is easy for men to “be carried away” with others’ walking. However, the thing that all the people do is probably not right. 

3) Even Barnabas who was a good man (Acts. 11:24) failed unavoidably. And therefore we should neither trust ourselves excessively nor rely on the natural goodness of men. 

Gal. 2:14 “But when I saw that they were not straightforward about the truth of the gospel, I said to Peter before them all, ‘If you, being a Jew, live in the manner of Gentiles and not as the Jews, why do you compel Gentiles to live as Jews?”


YLT: “But when I saw that they are not walking uprightly to the truth of the good news, I said to Peter before all, `If thou, being a Jew, in the manner of the nations dost live, and not in the manner of the Jews, how the nations dost thou compel to Judaize?”

Meaning of Words: “saw”: the moment he saw; “not straightforward”: not walking straightforwardly, not walking on the straight way; “not…about”: not in accordance with, not in complete accord; “live”: get along, be accustomed to. 


Literal Meaning: “they were not straightforward about the truth of the gospel” It shows that Paul condemned Peter and others for the sake of the gospel and if he did not do so, the truth of the gospel might be misunderstood. 

  Paul’s words to Peter meant that: you, as a Jew, were not supposed to eat with the Gentiles. However, since you ate with the Gentile----“you lived in the manner of Gentiles”, it showed that you had identified with the lifestyle of the Gentiles---- “you lived not as the Jews”. However, when the Judaizers came, your acts of “withdrawing” and “separating” showed that you did not identify with the lifestyle of the Gentiles and such behavior meant that you “compelled the Gentiles to live in the manner of the Jews”. Your behavior was inconsistent and you did not walk according to the truth of the gospel. 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Understanding the truth and practicing the truth are different. It is the difficulty of many people that what they do does not accord with what they know. 

2) “They were not straightforward about the truth of the gospel” because the truth of the gospel is the straight way. We shall be manifested by faith once we do not walk straightforwardly. The truth of the gospel could not only save us but also correct us. 

3) Augustine said that “it is not proper to correct one in secret who has made the mistake in public” (it is translated from the Chinese version). 

4) Though many people made the mistake, Paul only condemned Peter. Those who are leaders in the church shall be responsible for the greater part. 

5) The gospel has released us so that we are no longer “compelled” to keep the law. 

6) The gospel has broken the hedge of races and culture and made all the people one in Christ and get along with each other and therefore we should not have misgivings. 

7) Peter did not have something against Paul for his being condemned by him and later he introduced Paul in the epistle (2Pet. 3:15-16) and such bosom was a good example to the Lord’s workers. 

Gal. 2:15 “We who are Jews by nature, and not sinners of the Gentiles,”


YLT: “we by nature Jews, and not sinners of the nations,”

The Background: Generally the Jews have the sense of vanity and they hold that: they are exceptionally gifted and are God’s elect and they have God’s promises and have the law given by God (Rom. 9:4-5). And the Gentiles do not have such blessings and therefore when they mention the Gentiles, they add sinners to them, showing that they are sinners of the Gentiles because they do not keep the law. It is the origin of the oral expression----“the sinners of the Gentiles”. 


Literal Meaning: Here Paul borrowed the Jews’ proud tone of expression and refuted them with their own way in order to point out the contradiction of the Judaizers. 


Enlightenment in the Word: missing the mark is “sinning”. God Himself and His will are the supreme aim of men and therefore all those who stray from the will of God are sinners. 

Gal. 2:16 “knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law but by faith in Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, that we might be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law; for by the works of the law no flesh shall be justified.”


YLT: “having known also that a man is not declared righteous by works of law, if not through the faith of Jesus Christ, also we in Christ Jesus did believe, that we might be declared righteous by the faith of Christ, and not by works of law, wherefore declared righteous by works of law shall be no flesh.'”

Meaning of Words: “justified”: render just. It is the term in the court and it is used to declare the defendant innocent; “flesh” is a term of emphasis in the original and it refers to all humans and there isn’t one exception. 


Literal Meaning: “justification” includes that 1) cancelling the details of the case; 2) declaring that one is innocent; 3) giving him the legal position, calling him the just, enjoying the legal rights and etc. 

  “We” refer to the Jewish believers. Since the Jewish believers had known that they were justified by faith in Christ instead of the works of the law, why did they compel the Gentiles to be justified by the works of the law?

  “Even we have believed in” It means that we also admitted that we ourselves were sinners. 

  “Flesh” refers to everyone. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Justification is the action of God’s free grace and it is not the result of men’s morals and behavior. 

2) Christ Jesus had met the demands of the law on the cross and no one could fulfill the righteousness of the law besides Him. We have to be united to Jesus Christ by faith, be in Him and regard Him as our righteousness (1Cor. 1:30) and then we shall be justified before God. 

3) The greatest expression of faith does not lie in men’s trusting God, relying on Him and waiting for His work but men’s stopping their own works. 

Gal. 2:17 “‘But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves also are found sinners, is Christ therefore a minister of sin? Certainly not!”


YLT: “And if, seeking to be declared righteous in Christ, we ourselves also were found sinners, [is] then Christ a ministrant of sin? let it not be!”

Meaning of Words: “seek”: seek after, desire; “certainly not”: let it no be. 


Literal Meaning: “while we seek to be justified by Christ” it refers to relying on the grace of the Lord’s redemption only and not relying in the works of the law. 

  “We ourselves also are found sinners” It is the view of the Judaizers who held that those who did not keep the law were still sinners, no matter if they had believed in Christ. 

  “Is Christ therefore a minister of sin?” Paul said that the above-mentioned statement almost put Christ in the position of serving sin. But was that so? Paul firmly said that, “certainly not!”

Gal. 2:18 “For if I build again those things which I destroyed, I make myself a transgressor.”


YLT: “for if the things I threw down, these again I build up, a transgressor I set myself forth;”

Meaning of Words: “destroy”: loosen down, spoil; “build”: construct, edify, embolden. 


Literal Meaning: what Paul destroyed was the teaching of justification by the works of the law (v.16). If he built up this wrong teaching again, i.e. admitting that the works of the law were the foundation of one’s being saved, it proved that the action that he destroyed the law was sin. 

Gal. 2:19 “For I through the law died to the law that I might live to God.”


YLT: “for I through law, did die, that to God I may live;”

Literal Meaning: “through the law” It means that through the law Paul knew that he cannot keep the law. 

  “Died to the law” And therefore he no long fulfilled the duty by the dead works to the law. 

  “That I might live to God” And he turned to live to God by faith. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Since men cannot meet the demands of the law, the only way to be free from the law is death (Rom. 7:1-6).

2) If men live to the law, they cannot live to God. If the law has the position in men, God cannot have the position in men. 

3) Living to God is the result and dying to the law is the reason. If we want to achieve the result, we must have the reason. 

4) Death cuts off the relation and life keeps the relation. If we want to have relation to God, we should be out of the relation to the law. 

5) We must put all the regulations, ambitions, desires, goodness and badness of life aside and this way, the living God will reign and work in us as our power and guide us in the life. 
Gal. 2:20 “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.”


YLT: “with Christ I have been crucified, and live no more do I, and Christ doth live in me; and that which I now live in the flesh -- in the faith I live of the Son of God, who did love me and did give himself for me;”

Meaning of Words: “have been crucified” It is in the perfect tense and it refers to the present effective action which had been done in the past. 


Literal Meaning: this verse shows the mystery of “living by faith”: 

1) Who do we believe in? “Believing in the Son of God”. 

2) Why do we believe? “He loved me and gave Himself for me”. 

3) What’s the effect of faith? In the negative aspect, the old man “has been crucified with Christ” and in the positive aspect, the new man “now lives in the flesh”.

4) What’s the true meaning of life? “It is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me”. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The word “has been” shows that the fact that we have been crucified with Christ is a past fact. When Christ died on the cross, God had put us in Him and made us die with Him together. 

2) The problem lies in whether we appropriate the fact which is fulfilled objectively and make it become our subjective experience today. 

3) If we want to experience that we have been crucified with Christ, we must be hopeless of ourselves first and say “amen” to the fact which God has accomplished. 

4) In the experience of Christians, dying with Him together was before living with Him together. If one does not have the experience of dying with Him, he would not have the experience of living with Him. 

5) Not only the “bad” me but also the “good” me (who desired to be justified by the works of the law) need to be crucified with Him.  

6) “Denying oneself and taking up his cross” is the key to follow the Lord (Luke. 9:23).

7) The cross is God’s conclusion and he concluded that I should die. However, if I was unwilling to surrender to God’s conclusion completely, I cannot achieve the condition that “it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me”.  

8) “No longer I” is before “but Christ”. Christ begins to work the moment that you fully stop your works. When you are stilling working, Christ keeps Himself unmoved. 

9) God does not want us to live like Christ. He wants us not to live and let Christ live in us. 

10) “I live by faith in the Son of God” It means that we believe that the Son of God lives in us and the Lord Himself has been our live. 

11) “I live by faith in the Son of God” The faith in the Son of God is the faith of the Lord Jesus. He believes that God bestows blessings and He also believes that God does not bestow blessings sometimes. He believes that God works and He also believes that God does not work sometimes. Whatever conditions He is in, He always commits Himself to the hand of God and even when He was on the cross, he still believed the goodwill of God. It is the faith that makes us live on the earth. 

Gal. 2:21 “I do not set aside the grace of God; for if righteousness comes through the law, then Christ died in vain.’”


YLT: “I do not make void the grace of God, for if righteousness [be] through law -- then Christ died in vain.”

Meaning of Words: “set aside”: make void, disannul, cancel, invalid; “in vain”: without a cause, for naught, unnecessary. 


Literal Meaning: if what the Judaizers said was right and men were justified by the works of the law, it would be unnecessary for Christ to be crucified. Their point of view not only disannulled God’s salvation but also made Christ’s crucifixion be in vain. However, Paul said that he did not “set aside the grace of God”. He did not rely on the works of the law but rely on the salvation. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

The Example that the Apostles Gave in the Beginning of the Church 

I. The positions of the apostles were the same and there isn’t the relative superiority (v.6). 

II. The gospel that the apostles preached was the same and no one added something to it or decreased it (v.6).

III. The apostles’ understanding to the truth of the gospel was the same (See Acts. 15:22-29). 

IV. The ministry of the apostles was not of men’s appointment but the Lord’s commission (v.7).

V. The apostles respected each other the burden of work (v.8).

VI. The apostles were responsible to the Lord respectively, however, they still had communion with each other (v.9).

VII. The apostles also encouraged each other (v.10).

Paul and Those Who Were of Reputation 

I. He was willing to communicate with them and be approved by them (v.2).

II. He was confident in the revelation that he had received and was not influenced by persons (v.6).

III. He received their coordination and encouragement in the work (v.9-10).

IV. He withstood them to their face when they were not straightforward about the truth of the gospel (v.11-14). 

Paul’s Burden to the Gospel 

I. Preaching the gospel (v.2).

II. Holding on the truth of the gospel (v.5).

III. Knowing the objects to whom he preached the gospel (v.7-8).

IV. Defending the truth of the gospel (v.11-14).

How to Live out the Gospel 

I. Having the communion of the Holy Spirit inward (v.8).

II. Walking according to the truth of the gospel outward (v.14).

III. Living to God by faith (v.19).

IV. Dying and living with Christ (v.20).

Galatians Chapter Three
I. Content of the Chapter

The Dialectics of the Truth of the Gospel 

I. The experience of the Galatian believers’ being saved proved the truth of justification by faith: 

  A. They believed in the Lord because they saw in their eyes of hearts that Jesus Christ was crucified (v.1). 

  B. They received the Holy Spirit by faith instead of the works of the law (v.2).

  C. They begun in the Spirit and could not be made perfect by the flesh (v.3).

  D. They had suffered for faith and if they were converted, what they had suffered would be in vain (v.4). 

  E. They experienced the great power of the Holy Spirit by faith instead of the works of the law (v.5). 

II. The fact that Abraham was justified by faith proved that “faith” is the right way: 

  A. Abraham was justified by God by faith (v.6).

  B. Believers are the true children of Abraham (v.7).

  C. It is clearly recorded in the Bible that the Gentiles would be justified by faith like Abraham (v.8-9).

  D. It is also clearly recorded in the Bible that as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse (v.10).

  E. Men cannot fully keep the law and therefore they cannot live by it (v.11-12).

  F. Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law and therefore we could inherit the blessing of Abraham (v.13-14).

III. God’s covenant of promises was before the law and therefore promises surpass the law: 

  A. Since God’s covenant of promises was established, it cannot be annulled (v.15). 

  B. The centre of God’s covenant of promises is Christ (v.16).

  C. God’s covenant of promises is before the appointment of the law (v.17).

  D. God gives inheritance by promise instead of the law (v.18).

  E. The law was added because of transgressions and it was appointed through angels (v.19-20). 

  F. The law has confined all under sin and works for the promise by faith (v.21-22).

IV. The law brought men to Christ that they might be justified by faith: 

  A. The law was both the keeper and the tutor (v.23-25).

  B. We are all sons of God through faith (v.26).

  C. We are in Christ by faith and are one (v.27-28).

  D. We are heirs by faith (v.29).

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Gal. 3:1 “O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you that you should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed among you as crucified?”


YLT: “O thoughtless Galatians, who did bewitch you, not to obey the truth -- before whose eyes Jesus Christ was described before among you crucified?”

Meaning of Words: “foolish”: senseless, unintelligent, thoughtless; “portray”: describe publicly, personate, put up a poster publicly; “bewitch” is the heretical allure.


Literal Meaning: Paul had publicly explained the truth that Christ was crucified to the Galatians clearly and they should be responsible for their foolish behavior. 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The Lord’s cross is not a past thing in the history but a fresh fact. 

2) The spiritual state of a believer depends on his attitude towards the cross------is it old or fresh? 

3) All those who ignore the cross are foolish. 

4) The heresies would make men: a) foolish; b) confused; c) not obey the truth; 4) distant from Christ. 
Gal. 3:2 “This only I want to learn from you: Did you receive the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?”


YLT: “this only do I wish to learn from you -- by works of law the Spirit did ye receive, or by the hearing of faith?”

Meaning of Words: “learn from”: find out, discover, be informed of; “receive”: accept, hold, take. 


Literal Meaning: “This only I want to learn from you” Paul wanted to find out one thing from their own experiences. 

  “Did you receive the Spirit” The indwelling of the Spirit could be seen from their change of state and life after they had believed in the Lord. 

  “By the works of the law?” When the Galatian believers received the Spirit, they did not know what the law was yet. 

  “Or by the hearing of faith?” Their reception of the Spirit was the result that they heard the words of God by heart (Rom. 10:14-17).


Enlightenment in the Word: The Spirit is not given to men by men’s good points, behavior or achievements. 

Gal. 3:3 “Are you so foolish? Having begun in the Spirit, are you now being made perfect by the flesh?”


YLT: “so thoughtless are ye! having begun in the Spirit, now in the flesh do ye end?”

Meaning of Words: “begin in”: commence on; “be made perfect”: accomplish, finish, realize. 


Literal Meaning: “Having begun in the Spirit” It indicates that the one who is born again by the Spirit and receives the indwelling Spirit begins the Christian life. 

  “Are you now being made perfect by the flesh?” It means that men use their natural strength to keep the letters of the law so as to accomplish the works of Christians. However, Paul said that since we begin in the Spirit, we should not be so foolish that we want to use the works of the flesh to replace the works of the Spirit. 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Christians should rely on grace both in the beginning and all the time. When men are saved, we do not need to do anything by our own strength but look upon God’s grace. And when we move on continually, we still do not need to do anything by our own strength but look upon God’s grace. 

2) Christians begin and continue in the Holy Spirit. Since the Holy Spirit has been in our hearts, He shall accomplish everything and He does not need our flesh to do anything for Him. 

3) All that is of the Holy Spirit is by faith and all that is of the flesh is by works.  

Gal. 3:4 “Have you suffered so many things in vain--if indeed it was in vain?”


YLT: “so many things did ye suffer in vain! if, indeed, even in vain.”

Meaning of Words: “suffer”: undergo, experience, it is a neutral term and therefore it includes the experiences of sufferings and joy. However, the sufferings are in the majority; “in vain”: without a cause, useless, waste. 


Literal Meaning: since the Galatian believers had received Christ, they had suffered so much for the witness of the Lord. But now they even wanted to keep the law and it would make their past experiences be of no effect. 

  “If indeed it was in vain?” It refers to hoping not so. 


Enlightenment in the Word: The true believers will more or less have the spiritual experiences. 

Gal. 3:5 “Therefore He who supplies the Spirit to you and works miracles among you, does He do it by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?--”


YLT: “He, therefore, who is supplying to you the Spirit, and working mighty acts among you -- by works of law or by the hearing of faith [is it]?”

Meaning of Words: “supply”: add, provide; “work”: send forth, operate, bring. 


Literal Meaning: the Galatian believers not only received the Spirit in the beginning but also kept on receiving the Spirit abundantly and the special gifts and works of the Spirit were manifested among them (Acts. 14:8-15). They experienced these by the hearing and believing of the word instead of the works of the law. 


Enlightenment in the Word: Receiving the truth by faith would make one experience the mighty works of the Spirit abundantly. 

Gal. 3:6 “just as Abraham ‘believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.’”


YLT: “according as Abraham did believe God, and it was reckoned to him -- to righteousness;”

Meaning of Words: “account”: put to one’s account, take count, consider, attribute.  


The Background: the Judaizers said to the Galatians that God had given the promise of the salvation to Abraham and his sons and if the Gentiles wanted to be saved, they had to receive the circumcision and keep the law in order to become the sons of Abraham. 


Literal Meaning: “just as” is a conjunction carrying on the passage and it shows that the example here could be used to prove the principle in the previous verse, 

i.e. the salvation is not of the law. 

  The words in this verse are quoted from Gen. 15:6. 

“Abraham ‘believed God” It indicates that he believed the promise that God gave him. 

“And it was accounted to him for righteousness” It means that “righteousness” was put to his account and he was reckoned to have the just relation to God and given the “right” position before God. 


Enlightenment in the Word: God valued our intentions more than the outer works. 

Gal. 3:7 “Therefore know that only those who are of faith are sons of Abraham.”


YLT: “know ye, then, that those of faith -- these are sons of Abraham,”

Meaning of Words: “of”: out, from. 


Literal Meaning: “therefore” shows that the words in this verse are the conclusion of the previous verse: only those who have faith or live merely on the principle of faith are the true sons of Abraham. The Jews may boast of the importance of “being the sons of Abraham by keeping the circumcision” (John. 8:31-40; Rom. 4). However, Paul boasted of the importance of “being the sons of Abraham by faith”. 


Enlightenment in the Word: he whoever wants to come to God by the outer ceremonies instead of faith cannot be called the spiritual child of Abraham. 

Gal. 3:8 “And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel to Abraham beforehand, saying, ‘In you all the nations shall be blessed.’”


YLT: “and the Writing having foreseen that by faith God doth declare righteous the nations did proclaim before the good news to Abraham --”

Literal Meaning: “And the Scripture, foreseeing” It means that through the records of the Scripture God had predicted the coming thing that He had foreseen. All the nations (the Gentiles) would receive the blessing of the salvation that God had promised Abraham and his sons by faith. Since we the Gentiles have partook in the promise, we do not need to keep the circumcision to be the Jews. 

  “In you all the nations shall be blessed.” It is quoted from Gen. 12:3 and it typifies that the Gentiles would be blessed 1) in the seed of Abraham------Christ; 2) on the principle of Abraham’s “justification by faith”. 


Enlightenment in the Word: in this verse Paul used the personification of the Bible which would foresee and preach the gospel. If we hold the right attitude to read the Bible, the dead letters would often become the living words. 

Gal. 3:9 “So then those who are of faith are blessed with believing Abraham.”


YLT: “`Blessed in thee shall be all the nations;' so that those of faith are blessed with the faithful Abraham,”

Meaning of Words: “with”: together. 


Literal Meaning: only those who are of faith will receive the blessing of the salvation that God had promised Abraham and his sons. 

Gal. 3:10 “For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse; for it is written, ‘Cursed is everyone who does not continue in all things which are written in the book of the law, to do them.’”


YLT: “for as many as are of works of law are under a curse, for it hath been written, `Cursed [is] every one who is not remaining in all things that have been written in the Book of the Law -- to do them,'”

The Background: the remainder of this verse is quoted from Deut. 27:26. On that day, all that Moses declared were the curses because as long as one violated one, he would be cursed. Nobody could keep the whole and therefore all the people were under the curse. 


Literal Meaning: “as many as are of the works of the law” refer to those who want to be justified before God by the works of the law. Keeping God’s law means that I want to give something to God and I want to please Him. And therefore, in other words, all those are of “I want to please God” are under the curse. Why is it so? Because men cannot please God by themselves and men are unworthy to please Him.

  Please note the words “everyone who does not”, “continue”, “all things” and etc. They show that who regard the works of the law as the way to be saved must continue in all the things that are written in the law, otherwise they shall be cursed. 


Enlightenment in the Word: the law is not only unable to make men be justified before God but also threatens men. If men attempt to be justified by the works of the law, they put themselves under the threats of the law. 

Gal. 3:11 “But that no one is justified by the law in the sight of God is evident, for ‘the just shall live by faith.’”


YLT: “and that in law no one is declared righteous with God, is evident, because `The righteous by faith shall live;'”

Literal Meaning: Paul clearly knew that once the light of the law shines upon the hearts of men, men’s sins are completely exposed and nobody dares to say that he is sinless. It has been said in the Old Testament that the justification and the reception of the eternal life are merely of faith.

  “The just shall live by faith” It is quoted from Hab. 2:4 and it means that the way by which the just live is faith instead of the works of the law. 

Gal. 3:12 “Yet the law is not of faith, but ‘the man who does them shall live by them.’”


YLT: “and the law is not by faith, but -- `The man who did them shall live in them.'”

The Background: the remainder of this verse is quoted from Lev. 18:5 and the “living” there refers to living in this life and there isn’t the living in the coming life. 


Literal Meaning: “Yet the law is not of faith” It means that the law is of the works originally. 

  “The man who does them shall live by them” It means that if one does not want to be cursed by the law and live, he must do these things completely. 


Enlightenment in the Word: living by the law is different from living by faith. Even if one could keep all the regulations of the law, he only “lives” under the bondage of the law. The law is not like faith which would make men live in freedom. 

Gal. 3:13 “Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us (for it is written, ‘Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree’ ),”


YLT: “Christ did redeem us from the curse of the law, having become for us a curse, for it hath been written, `Cursed is every one who is hanging on a tree,'”

Meaning of Words: “redeem”: ransom (buy from the market of slaves and it cannot be returned forever), rescue. 


Literal Meaning: “a tree” refers the cross (Acts. 5:30). Christ substituted for us on the cross and He not only bore the curse for us but also became “a cures” for us (Deut. 21:23). The curse of the law was brought in because of men’s transgression (Gen. 3:17). When Christ removed our sin on the cross, He also saved us from the curse. 

Gal. 3:14 “that the blessing of Abraham might come upon the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.”


YLT: “that to the nations the blessing of Abraham may come in Christ Jesus, that the promise of the Spirit we may receive through the faith.”

Literal Meaning: if we have believed in the grace of the salvation of Christ Jesus, the curse departs from us immediately and we could have two results: 1) we will receive the promise of the blessing which Abraham had received when he was justified by faith; 2) we will received the promise of the Spirit through faith. 

Gal. 3:15 “Brethren, I speak in the manner of men: Though it is only a man's covenant, yet if it is confirmed, no one annuls or adds to it.”


YLT: “Brethren, as a man I say [it], even of man a confirmed covenant no one doth make void or doth add to,”

Meaning of Words: “covenant”: will, contract, agreement, compact; “annul”: refuse, decline; “add to”: appoint besides, supplement as a codicil. 


The Background: the one who makes the will does not need to consult or ask for the agreement of the one who receives the benefits. As long as it is legal, others couldn’t annul or add to it. 


Literal Meaning: “I speak in the manner of men” means that “let’s give examples from our daily life and works”. 

  Here Paul used men’s covenant to explain the nature of the covenant of grace. Since the covenant has been made, all the sincere ones could not annul or add to it. And the one who makes the covenant must do according to the covenant. Men’s covenant is effective and more so God’s covenant. The effect of covenant lies in the “will” of the one who makes it. In the same way, concerning God’s covenant, the works of the law cannot make God’s covenant become effective or loss efficacy. God’s covenant of grace is established and its effect cannot be influenced by the subsequent law. 
Gal. 3:16 “Now to Abraham and his Seed were the promises made. He does not say, ‘And to seeds,’ as of many, but as of one, ‘And to your Seed,’ who is Christ.”


YLT: “and to Abraham were the promises spoken, and to his seed; He doth not say, `And to seeds,' as of many, but as of one, `And to thy seed,' which is Christ;”

Meaning of Words: “the promises”: oath. 


Literal Meaning: the covenant is the relation between God and men. It is established upon God’s promises and the promises are the foundation of the covenant. God sticks to what He had promised and also asks men to respond to Him with “faith”. The relation that is established by the promises is the covenant of grace. 

  There are two promisees of this covenant: Abraham and Christ. Abraham inherited God’s promises (Gen. 17:7) and all his sons (those who were born by faith) were all heirs with him. Christ had come and practiced the promises that God had agreed to give us blessings. 

Gal. 3:17 “And this I say, that the law, which was four hundred and thirty years later, cannot annul the covenant that was confirmed before by God in Christ, that it should make the promise of no effect.”


YLT: “and this I say, A covenant confirmed before by God to Christ, the law, that came four hundred and thirty years after, doth not set aside, to make void the promise,”

Literal Meaning: “before” refers to the time before the existence of the law.

  “The covenant that was confirmed” refers to the promises that God gave Abraham and his sons. 

  “Which was four hundred and thirty years later” it refers to the thing that God proclaimed the law at the feet of Mount Sinai (See Exod. 12:40-41; 19, 20). 

  “Cannot…make…of no effect” It means that God gave them the law not to annul the previous promises. The just and trustworthy God will completely carry out what He had promised. The law which existed four hundred and thirty years after the time when the promises were received cannot annul or destroy the promises. 

Gal. 3:18 “For if the inheritance is of the law, it is no longer of promise; but God gave it to Abraham by promise.”


YLT: “for if by law [be] the inheritance, [it is] no more by promise, but to Abraham through promise did God grant [it].”

Meaning of Words: “gave” is the perfect tense and it shows that the nature of this gift is forever. 


Literal Meaning: “inheritance” includes all the spiritual blessings that God promised Abraham and his sons. The law cannot coexist with promises. If the inheritance (the salvation) could be gained by the works of the law, the promises would be in vain. The above-mentioned verses prove that the law does not aim at saving men. 

Gal. 3:19 “What purpose then does the law serve? It was added because of transgressions, till the Seed should come to whom the promise was made; and it was appointed through angels by the hand of a mediator.”


YLT: “Why, then, the law? on account of the transgressions it was added, till the seed might come to which the promise hath been made, having been set in order through messengers in the hand of a mediator --”

Meaning of Words: “come to”: occur; “mediator”: a middleman who coordinates between two parts; “appoint”: instruct, command.


Literal Meaning: “the Seed…to whom the promise was made” refers to Christ (See v.16).

  This verse shows the aim that God gives the law: the law was added because of men’s transgressions. 

  “Add” means that there was the promise earlier and the law was added. Before the existence of the law, every man sinned, however, no one knew sin. Until God gave the holy and righteous law to men, men compare their own behaviors with the law and no one dares to say that he is sinless. Since men know sin because of the law and are unable to deal with sin, they have to wait for the coming of Christ. 

  “And it was appointed through angels by the hand of a mediator” Here are the two reasons why the law is inferior to the promise: firstly, the promise was given to men by God Himself and the law was given through angels. It was only mentioned in the Old Testament that God was surrounded by numerous chariots (angels) in the Mount of Sinai (Ps. 68:17) and it was implied in several parts of the New Testament that God appointed the law through angels (Acts. 7:53; Heb. 2:2); secondly, the promise was received by Abraham himself and the law was appointed by the hand of a mediator. When God gave the Ten Commandments in the Mount of Sinai, Moses was the mediator between God and the people of Israel (Exod. 31:18; 32:15). 


Enlightenment in the Word: the law makes the offence abound and by the law is the knowledge of sin and therefore the law teaches sinners to know the urgent need of living in God’s grace (Rom. 5:20; 7:7-12). The true knowledge of our own corruption and useless must play the positive role in turning to look upon and rely on the Lord. 

Gal. 3:20 “Now a mediator does not mediate for one only, but God is one.”


YLT: “and the mediator is not of one, and God is one --”

Literal Meaning: the covenant of the law was appointed by “a mediator”. The mediator serves as a guarantor for two parties and both God and men have the duty to keep the covenant. The reason why the covenant of the law was annulled was not that God did not keep the covenant but that men broke the covenant. As long as one party does not keep the covenant, the covenant shall be of no effect. However, since the covenant of promise is one-sided and it is of one God and therefore it won’t lose efficacy because of men. 

Gal. 3:21 “Is the law then against the promises of God? Certainly not! For if there had been a law given which could have given life, truly righteousness would have been by the law.”


YLT: “the law, then, [is] against the promises of God? -- let it not be! for if a law was given that was able to make alive, truly by law there would have been the righteousness,”

Meaning of Words: “which could have given life”: have life, make alive. 


Literal Meaning: the law is not opposite to the promises. The law cannot give men life, however, it could lead men to know the promises that give men life. If the law which was given by God through Moses the mediator could give us power to obey it, the law would accomplish what the promises accomplish today------giving us life. However, the fact is not so. 

Gal. 3:22 “But the Scripture has confined all under sin, that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe.”


YLT: “but the Writing did shut up the whole under sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ may be given to those believing.”

Meaning of Words: “confine”: enclose, encircle, surround. 


Literal Meaning: “the Scripture” refers to the Old Testament; “all” includes the Jews and the Gentiles. 

  “The Scripture has confined all under sin” Its aim is to give the blessing of promise to all who believe. 

  The Judaizers also said that believers could receive the salvation. However, Paul specially added “in Jesus Christ” to “those who believe” and it meant that there was not a way to inherit the promises save for believing in Jesus. 

  The law supplements the promises: the law has confined all under sin and the only way of living is the promises of faith. 

Gal. 3:23 “But before faith came, we were kept under guard by the law, kept for the faith which would afterward be revealed.”


YLT: “And before the coming of the faith, under law we were being kept, shut up to the faith about to be revealed,”

Meaning of Words: “keep”: guard, keep watch and ward.


Literal Meaning: “before faith came” it refers to before the coming of Christ because faith is also recorded in the Old Testament (See v.6-9, 11). From the point of Paul, the Jews who were before the coming of Jesus were all kept in the prison and their prison was the law by which they were not allowed to come out. We are kept under the law: we are unable to do good and we do not have the hope of doing good. In such state that there is not other way and all the roads are closed, only one road is open and it is faith. 

  Those who are in the prison of the law waited for: 1) Christ the redeemer (v.19); 2) the manifestation of the principle of justification after the accomplishment of Christ’s redemption. 


Enlightenment in the Word: in the past God let men be kept under guard by the law in order to let them know the preciousness of faith. Under the law, men could see the holy standard of God; under the law, men could see their utter helplessness; when there isn’t other way, how glad it is to know God’s salvation of justification by faith. 

Gal. 3:24 “Therefore the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be justified by faith.”


YLT: “so that the law became our child-conductor -- to Christ, that by faith we may be declared righteous,”

Meaning of Words: “tutor”: guardian, child-conductor. 


The Background: “tutor” was the bondman in the Greek and Roman houses. Besides escorting the children to school, the tutor sometimes was the teacher who imparted and disciplined the children in the house. Until twenty-four years old, the children cannot have the legal right to reign in the house, inherit the inheritance and be no longer under the restraint of the salves. 


Literal Meaning: Paul intended to state that before the coming of Christ, the law functioned as a steward. The people of Israel were confined under the law and they were kept and also brought to Christ by the law. The law clearly shows that everyone is sinful and cannot be exempted from the punishment of sins by themselves and therefore men need the salvation. In this way, the law brings us to Christ so that we “might be justified by faith”. 

Gal. 3:25 “But after faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor.”


YLT: “and the faith having come, no more under a child-conductor are we,”

Literal Meaning: Since Christ has come, we believers who have been justified by faith are no longer child before God and therefore we depart from the guard of the law. 

Gal. 3:26 “For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.”


YLT: “for ye are all sons of God through the faith in Christ Jesus,”

Meaning of Words: “sons” only refers to a kind of relation and there isn’t the difference in gender. 


Literal Meaning: “all” shows that all those who are “in Christ Jesus” “through faith” are equally “sons of God”, are all set free from the control of the law and are all God’s heirs (Gal. 4:7; Rom. 8:17) who have the right to inherit the inheritance in God’s house. 

Gal. 3:27 “For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.”


YLT: “for as many as to Christ were baptized did put on Christ;”

Meaning of Words: “put on”: clothe, have put on. 


Literal Meaning: “as were baptized into Christ” It indicates that one is baptized in the name of Christ in order to express the inner faith. 

  “Have put on Christ” it refers to putting on Christ and becoming a new man in Christ. 


Enlightenment in the Word: Christians should put on Christ------manifest the glory of Christ in our life. We could not learn from the Pharisees who only put on the phylacteries in order to let others see their devout appearance and are full of corruption in their hearts. 

Gal. 3:28 “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”


YLT: “there is not here Jew or Greek, there is not here servant nor freeman, there is not here male and female, for all ye are one in Christ Jesus;”

Literal Meaning: this verse indicates that we are all one “in Christ” by faith so that we are set free from the “man-made” separations and differences: 

  1) Race: “Jew, Greek”; 

  2) Social status: “slave, free”;

  3) Gender: “male, female”.


Enlightenment in the Word: if we still have discriminations against other believers on the grounds of race, social status and gender, probably we have not truly experienced what is “in Christ”. 

Gal. 3:29 “And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.”


YLT: “and if ye [are] of Christ then of Abraham ye are seed, and according to promise -- heirs.”

Literal Meaning: if we have been into Christ by faith, we “are one” with Him and we also become Abraham’s sons. In this way, we are all the heirs of the promises that Abraham had received no matter we are the Jews or the Gentiles and the eternal inheritances are certainly ours.

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

How Do Believers Receive Grace Because of Abraham? 

I. The gospel was preached to him (v.8).

II. God made the covenant of promise with him (v.16-18).

III. He was justified by faith (v.6).

IV. In him all the nations shall be blessed (v.8): 

  A. they become his true sons by faith and are blessed with him (v.7, 9, 14). 

  B. they are blessed by his Seed------Christ (v.16, 22). 

The Effect of Faith 

I. Justification by faith (v.8, 16).

II. Living by faith (v.11).

III. Receiving the Spirit by faith (v.3, 14).

IV. Receiving the promise of God by faith (v.22).

V. Receiving the inheritance by faith (v.18).

VI. Having the life of sons through faith (v.26).

VII. Being one with all the Saints by faith (v.28).

The Functions of the Law 

I. The law was added because of transgressions (v.19) in order to manifest sin. 

II. The law condemned that all men were sinful (v.11).

III. The law was used to curse sinners (v.11-14).

IV. The law has confined all under sin (v.22-23).

V. The law was our tutor (v.24). 

VI. The law made preparations for Christ (v.19, 24). 

The Covenant of Promise Surpasses the Covenant of the Law 

I. The covenant of promise gave men blessings and the covenant of the law made men be cursed (v.6-14). 

II. The covenant of promise is before the covenant of the law; the latter covenant cannot annul the previous covenant (v.15-17).

III. The inheritance is of promise instead of the law (v.18).

IV. The blessing of promise is Christ (v.16), however, the law was merely the keeper and tutor temporarily before the coming of Christ (v.19-25).

V. The promise was given by God Himself (v.16) and the covenant of the law was appointed through angels by the hand of a mediator (v.19). 

Galatians Chapter Four
I. Content of the Chapter

The Dialectics of the Truth of the Gospel 

I. Since we have received the adoption as sons, we should not be controlled by the law any more: 

  A. We were under the law in the past, just as the children who were controlled: 

1. As long as he is a child, he does not differ at all from a slave (v.1).

2. Before the appointed time, he was controlled by the law (v.2-3).

  B. Today we who were under the law have been redeemed and received the adoption as sons: 

1. God sent forth His son to redeem men who were under the law (v.4-5).

2. Today we have the Spirit of the Son in us and we are heirs of God (v.6-7).

  C. Since we have known God, we should not be the slaves of the law as much as before: 

1. We were slaves in the past because we did not know God (v.8).

2. Since we have known God now, we should not be slaves again (v.9).

3. Observing the ceremonies and regulations are being in the bondage of the law (v.10-11). 

II. We should remember the condition of our being saved and it is the clear proof that Christ lives in us: 

  A. Becoming like Paul who did not change all the time (v.12a).

  B. When the Galatian believers were saved, they treated Paul as Christ Jesus (v.12b-15). 

  C. Today the Galatian believers even treated Paula as the enemy: 

1. Because Paul told them the truth (v.16)

2. They were cheated by the exclusion of the Judaizers (v.17-18)

  D. Paul hoped to labor in birth again for them until Christ is formed in them (v.19-20).

III. We should be children born through promise instead of the children born according to the flesh: 

  A. Abraham had two sons: 

1. It is written in the law that Abraham had two sons (v.21-22a).

2. He who was of the bondwoman was born according to the flesh, and he of the freewoman through promise (v.22b-23).

  B. Two women typified two covenants: 

1. Hagar typified the covenant of the law from Mount Sinai which gives birth to bondage (v.24-25). 

2. Sara typified the covenant of promise------who was barren and later gave birth through promise (v.26-27). 

  C. Being the “right” sons: 

1. Believers in the New Testament are children of promise (v.28).

2. The Judaizers who were born according to the flesh then persecuted those who were born according to the Spirit (v.29).

3. The bondwoman (the covenant of the law) and her son shall be cast out (v.30).

4. We are children of the free (the covenant of promise) (v.31).

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Gal. 4:1 “Now I say that the heir, as long as he is a child, does not differ at all from a slave, though he is master of all,” 


YLT: “And I say, so long time as the heir is a babe, he differeth nothing from a servant -- being lord of all,”

Meaning of Words: “child”: baby, an infant.


The Background: according to the law and custom at that time, though a child has the position of the son, he still needs the care and supervision of the guardians and he cannot walk freely, just as a slave. He will legally inherit the possession of his father until he has grown up. 


Literal Meaning: to a child, legally he is the heir who shall inherit all the possessions of is father. However, in the reality his position in the house does not differ from that of the servants. Time is an essential factor to have the right of succession. Here Paul used the custom of the world to the possessions to explain when believers could inherit the possessions promised by God. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Though we have already had the life of God, if we do not grow up into maturity, we cannot fully enjoy the abundance of God’s life (See John. 10:10).

2) Satan utilizes various kinds of things, including the world, money, position, the religious ceremonies and etc, to enslave the children of God. The only way by which we could be exempted from its enslavement is to abide in the Lord and grow up in life rapidly. 

Gal. 4:2 “but is under guardians and stewards until the time appointed by the father.”


YLT: “but is under tutors and stewards till the time appointed of the father,”

Meaning of Words: “guardians” refer to the custodians who generally take care of the children or orphans; “stewards” refer to those who mange the affairs in the family, accounts and possessions; “appointed”: set prior. 


The Background: according to the custom at that time, the children do not have the freedom of their own and possessions until a certain age. They are kept by “the guardians and stewards” and their possessions are managed by them. 


Literal Meaning: in this verse the helpless state of childhood is used to state that before the coming of the predestinated dispensation of grace (“the time appointed by the father”), His elect were guarded by the law temporarily: for one thing they were fully looked after by the law (“under guardians”) and for another they cannot enjoy the promised possessions (“under stewards”). 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The Lord works according to the appointed time and our time is always ready (John. 7:6). When working, we should learn to wait for the Lord’s time. 

2) Thank God because He deals with us as with sons. And therefore we should be chastened by the hand of the Father of spirits, that we might be partakers of his holiness (Heb. 12:7-10). 

Gal. 4:3 “Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world.”


YLT: “so also we, when we were babes, under the elements of the world were in servitude,”

Meaning of Words: “be in bondage”: in servitude, make others obey; “elements”: characters, rudiments, principle, rules. 


Literal Meaning: “when we were children” It refers to the time before we knew the truth of justification (Gal. 3:23) and the Son of God (Gal. 4:4). At that time we, just like the world, are all controlled by the principles of the world, the worldly superficial religious reasons and philosophical theories. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) When we are spiritually naïve, we understand as children (1Cor. 13:11). We are easy to be deceived by men and be carried about with every wind of doctrine (Eph. 4:14). 

2) Believers should depart from the stage of the spiritual babies and become full-grown men to discern both good and evil (Heb. 5:12-14).

3) The best way for the growth of the spiritual life is to desire the sincere milk of the word (1Pet. 2:2). 

Gal. 4:4 “But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law,”


YLT: “and when the fulness of time did come, God sent forth His Son, come of a woman, come under law,”

Meaning of Words: “the fullness of the time”: the time fills up; “sent forth”: send away forth, dispatch. 


Literal Meaning: “But when the fullness of the time had come” It refers to the time when God ordained to send Christ to be a man. 

  “Born of a woman” It refers to the incarnation that Christ became a man (John. 1:14; Matt. 1:25; Luke. 2:6-7). 

  “Born under the law” It means that He became a Jew and was controlled by the law (Luke. 2:21-24). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) God takes actions at His time (John. 2:4; 7:8). We must wait for God and look upon Him in everything and when the time has come, we shall experience His salvation of great power subjectively. 

2) The Lord Jesus is already with God before His birth (John. 1:1). His coming makes men enjoy “God with us” (Matt. 1:23).

3) The Lord Jesus is both the true God (“His Son”) and a true man (“born of a woman”). He has both the divinity and the humanity. 

4) The Lord not only bears our sins but also takes the yoke of the law for us. 
Gal. 4:5 “to redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.”


YLT: “that those under law he may redeem, that the adoption of sons we may receive;”

Meaning of Words: “the adoption as sons”: place the son in the position of a son. 


Literal Meaning: only the salvation of the Lord Jesus could set men free from the bondage of the law and make them receive the freedom of sons. Here the main idea is that it is God’s action to adopt sons. 


Enlightenment in the Word: we believers are redeemed from the law. However, we are not those who are “without” the law but those who “surpass” the law. 

Gal. 4:6 “And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying out, ‘Abba, Father!’”


YLT: “and because ye are sons, God did send forth the spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying, `Abba, Father!'”

Meaning of Words: “cry out”: cry loudly publicly; “Abba” is the intimate appellation in Aramaic (Rom. 8:14-15; Mark. 14:36); “Father” is the Greek. 


Literal Meaning: “And because you are sons” Since the Galatian believers are Christians, they are sons of God. 

  This verse shows that the position that believers have received from the Lord is not only an objective fact but also a subjective experience. The indwelling Holy Spirit makes us enjoy the close relation of life with God. 

Gal. 4:7 “Therefore you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.”


YLT: “so that thou art no more a servant, but a son, and if a son, also an heir of God through Christ.”

Meaning of Words: “therefore”: consequently, so that; “through”: by, because of, by reason of; “son”: the grown-up son; “heir”: the one who inherits the possessions, inheritor. 


Literal Meaning: “therefore” It shows that this verse is the conclusion of the previous several verses. 

  The singular word “you” in this verse (“you” are plural in the previous verses) shows more personal concern. 

  “No longer” It shows the conclusion of God’s works: believers are no longer slaves but sons. 

  “An heir of God through Christ” Men become heirs according to God’s promise instead of themselves (Gal. 3:29). All that men can do is to believe in God (Gal. 3:9). 

Gal. 4:8 “But then, indeed, when you did not know God, you served those which by nature are not gods.”


YLT: “But then, indeed, not having known God, ye were in servitude to those not by nature gods,”

Meaning of Words: “know”: see, it is not merely the rational cognition and it also includes the relation based on experiences; “by nature”: nature. 


Literal Meaning: “which are not gods” refer to the false gods and idols (1Cor. 8:4).

  The word “but” draws forth the different contrast. Though the Gentiles are different from the Jews who are slaves under the law, they are slaves under the vanity and ignorance of idols. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Not knowing God is the greatest loss and ignorance and it is also the greatest danger of life. 

2) If we do not know God, we will treat which are not gods as God. 

Gal. 4:9 “But now after you have known God, or rather are known by God, how is it that you turn again to the weak and beggarly elements, to which you desire again to be in bondage?”


YLT: “and now, having known God -- and rather being known by God -- how turn ye again unto the weak and poor elements to which anew ye desire to be in servitude?”

Meaning of Words: “know”: know well, approve, agree (the two “know”s in this verse are the same in the original, however, it is different from “know” in v.8); “turn to”: turn about, revert; “weak”: without strength, sick; “beggarly”: poor; “desire”: yearn for, intend. 


Literal Meaning: the first two sentences in this verse are the important revelation in the New Testament. 

  “Or rather are known by God” The Galatian believers’ knowing God is the result of their being known by God. When they did not know God, God saved them. 

  Paul called the law as “the weak and beggarly elements” because in the positive aspect the law can neither make men overcome sin----“weak” nor set men from sin----“beggarly” and in leading men to know God, the law is in the primary stage----“elements”. However, in the negative aspect the law could enslave men. 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) It is not enough that we know God and we need to be known by God even more. 

2) Only when what we do accords with the will of God shall we be reckoned to be truly known by God. 

3) Today believers always forsake the freedom in the Spirit and would rather turn to being in the bondage of the religious ceremonies and regulations. 

Gal. 4:10 “You observe days and months and seasons and years.”


YLT: “days ye observe, and months, and times, and years!”

Meaning of Words: “observe”: inspect alongside. 


The Background: according to the custom of the Jews, they observe “days” (e.g. the Sabbath), “months” (e.g. the new moon), “seasons” (e.g. the Passover) and “years” (e.g. the sabbath). Since the Galatian believers were influenced by Judaizers, they probably turned to observing such Jewish custom. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Enjoying God’s grace does not lie in observing the external ceremonies but the inner spiritual reality. 

2) Today believers who pay attention to Good Friday, Easter, Ascension Day, Christmas and other church festivals should take care and not recommit the same error of Judaism. 

Gal. 4:11 “I am afraid for you, lest I have labored for you in vain.”


YLT: “I am afraid of you, lest in vain I did labour toward you.”

Meaning of Words: “in vain”: without effect, fruitless; “labor”: work hard. 


Literal Meaning: Paul was afraid that the Galatian believers turned to the worldly elements and put themselves under the law. If so, what he had labored in Galatia would be in vain because they had fallen from grace. 

Gal. 4:12 “Brethren, I urge you to become like me, for I became like you. You have not injured me at all.”


YLT: “Become as I [am] -- because I also [am] as ye brethren, I beseech you; to me ye did no hurt,”

Meaning of Words: “urge”: beseech; “injure”: treat men wrongfully or unjust. 


Literal Meaning: “you to become like me” Paul besought the Galatians to imitate him who gave up the way of being saved by the works of the law (Gal. 2:19-20). 

  “For I became like you” It indicates that Paul disregarded his Jewish status for them and learned to be a Gentile (1Cor. 9:21).

“You have not injured me at all” It could be seen in detail from v.13 to v.15. We could know that the Galatian believers treated Paul hospitably in the past and did not hurt him at all. 

Gal. 4:13 “You know that because of physical infirmity I preached the gospel to you at the first.”


YLT: “and ye have known that through infirmity of the flesh I did proclaim good news to you at the first,”

The Background: it is not stated in the Bible what disease Paul had. Some people surmised that it might be the sickness of eyes (Gal. 4:15; 6:11), the epilepsy or the injury that was left because of persecution. Though there is not the final conclusion, it is certain that it was the deep-rooted illness that was intolerable in the flesh (2Cor. 12:7).


Literal Meaning: “at the first” shows that before Paul wrote this epistle, he has gone to Galatia more than two times. 

  When a sick messenger of the gospel came to them, he needed their help in many things certainly and he might become their burden. It is a kind of trial to their love. 

Gal. 4:14 “And my trial which was in my flesh you did not despise or reject, but you received me as an angel of God, even as Christ Jesus.”


YLT: “and my trial that [is] in my flesh ye did not despise nor reject, but as a messenger of God ye did receive me -- as Christ Jesus;”

Meaning of Words: “despise”: reject scornfully; “reject”: spite out, spurn, repel. 


The Background: at that time men regarded sickness as the punishment from the false gods (Acts. 28:4). However, the Galatians did not reject Paul and they even considered Paul and Barnabas Mercurius and Jupiter at first (Acts. 14:12) and later knew that they were God’s messengers. 


Literal Meaning: Paul’s sickness is a trial. On one hand it shows whether they love men and on the other it manifests whether they know the Lord. When a servant of the Lord is sick, the common believers might think that he is rejected by God. 

  “But you received me as an angel of God, even as Christ Jesus” This sentence means that: 1) they regarded the reception of Paul as the reception of the Lord in order to love the Lord; 2) they received Paul with the attitude of receiving the Lord Himself and respecting God’s messenger.  


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Today God always uses brothers who are physically or spiritually weak to test how we give up ourselves for the Lord and our real state of love.  

2) The true love does not have respect to persons but loves men with the motive for loving the Lord. 

3) The bad state of the Lord’s servants cannot be our excuse for coveting the world. 

Gal. 4:15 “What then was the blessing you enjoyed? For I bear you witness that, if possible, you would have plucked out your own eyes and given them to me.”


YLT: “what then was your happiness? for I testify to you, that if possible, your eyes having plucked out, ye would have given to me;”

Meaning of Words: “blessing”: happiness, wish, blessedness, prosperity. 


The Background: “have plucked out your own eyes and given them to me” It was a common saying at that time. It was used to show love: one was even willing to give his most precious and irreplaceable thing to others. 


Literal Meaning: on that day the Galatian believers received the gospel that Paul preached earnestly and regarded it their satisfaction and blessing. On account of the Lord, they respected Paul who preached the gospel to them. 

  “Have plucked out your own eyes and given them to me” Some people held that the words showed that Paul had the eye trouble. 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) It is the blessed state to love men (especially in dealing with the Lord’s servants).

2) The love of the flesh is always not lasting. And one’s love today may turn into hate tomorrow. 

Gal. 4:16 “Have I therefore become your enemy because I tell you the truth?”


YLT: “so that your enemy have I become, being true to you?”

Meaning of Words: “tell you the truth”: speak the truth and do not lie. 


Literal Meaning: “the truth” has two meanings: 1) the truth of the gospel; 2) the true words of pointing out the real situation. Paul thought that it was the reason why they changed their attitude towards him and were hostile to him today. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If believers treat the one who tells them the truth as their “enemy”, it proves that they do not have the heart of desiring the truth in them and they only mind the flesh. 

2) A faithful servant of the Lord won’t be silent in telling the truth. He would rather suffer others’ persecution himself than let others distort the truth. He would rather sacrifice himself than sacrifice the truth. 

Gal. 4:17 “They zealously court you, but for no good; yes, they want to exclude you, that you may be zealous for them.”


YLT: “they are zealous for you -- [yet] not well, but they wish to shut us out, that for them ye may be zealous;”

Meaning of Words: “zealously”: have warmth of feeling, be jealous over; “exclude”: shut out, keep out. 


Literal Meaning: “they” refer to Judaizers who preached the wrong doctrines. 

  “Exclude” means to separate the Galatians from Paul and all believers. 

  Judaizers hid their snares in love and therefore they harbored malicious intentions. 


Enlightenment in the Word: Christians should take heed and beware of men’s praise and the false love. We should learn to discern whether others love with the motive of loving the Lord. 

Gal. 4:18 “But it is good to be zealous in a good thing always, and not only when I am present with you.” 


YLT: “and [it is] good to be zealously regarded, in what is good, at all times, and not only in my being present with you;”

Literal Meaning: zealousness out of good motive is good itself, however, it should last. One should be zealous before men and be still behind men. 

Gal. 4:19 “My little children, for whom I labor in birth again until Christ is formed in you,”


YLT: “my little children, of whom again I travail in birth, till Christ may be formed in you,”

Meaning of Words: “labor in birth”: travail in birth; “form”: the inner true change. 


Literal Meaning: “my little children” is an intimate appellation. Paul likened himself a mother who labored in birth. 

  The word “again” shows that a servant of the Lord suffers two kinds of labors: 

  1) He labors in leading men to turn to and believe in the Lord Jesus regardless of others’ indifference and opposition. 

  2) He labors in cultivating men to grow up in life until “Christ is formed in them” regardless of others’ ignorance and naivety, i.e. letting Christ form and organize in us so that we shall be informed into the image of Christ. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Christ in many Christians seems to be likened the egg which has not been fully hatched: there is the life of chicken, however, the form of chicken cannot be seen in it 

2) When the cross works in a believer and makes his old man decrease and the new man (Christ) be put on in his behavior, he is more and more like the Lord. It is the way that the life of Christ is formed in us. 

Gal. 4:20 “I would like to be present with you now and to change my tone; for I have doubts about you.”


YLT: “and I was wishing to be present with you now, and to change my voice, because I am in doubt about you.”

Meaning of Words: “tone”: voice, sound; “have doubts”: have no way out, be at a loss. 


Literal Meaning: the moment Paul remembered them, he had doubts and he was only too anxious to come there and lead them to the right way himself, so that he would no longer use such tone of rebuke.  


Enlightenment in the Word: the true rebuke of love is forced to be done instead of the random severe reproach. 

Gal. 4:21 “Tell me, you who desire to be under the law, do you not hear the law?”


YLT: “Tell me, ye who are willing to be under law, the law do ye not hear?”

Literal Meaning: “desire” indicates that the Galatian believers seemed to have decided to go towards that direction. 

  This verse means that those who desire to be under the law actually do not tally with the examples that are written in the law. 

  The first “the law” in this verse refers to the commandments that were declared by Moses and the second refers to the Pentateuch in which these commandments were recorded. Judaizers respected the law of the commandments and paid no attention to receive the history and covenant of the commandments. They respected the law of commandments and could not see the broad thoughtfulness of the law----God’s way to show mercy to His people. 

Gal. 4:22 “For it is written that Abraham had two sons: the one by a bondwoman, the other by a freewoman.”


YLT: “for it hath been written, that Abraham had two sons, one by the maid-servant, and one by the free-woman,”

The Background: The case that Abraham had sons was recorded in Gen. 16, 17. The Jews regarded Pentateuch as the law and therefore it is “it is written”.

  “A bondwoman” is the maidservant and it refers to the Egyptian maidservant Hagar and her son was named Ishmael. 

  “A freewoman” refers to Sara the wife of Abraham and her son was named Isaac. 


Literal Meaning: in this verse the different positions of the two mothers are used to state that the positions of their sons are different: one gives birth to bondage and the other free. 


Spiritual Meaning: “a bondwoman” typifies the covenant of the law; “the one by a bondwoman” typifies men under the law. 

  “A freewoman” typifies the covenant of promise; “the other by a freewoman” typifies believers of the New Testament. 

  Paul used this example to give the comparison of “being in bondage under the law” and “being free under grace”. 

Gal. 4:23 “But he who was of the bondwoman was born according to the flesh, and he of the freewoman through promise,”


YLT: “but he who [is] of the maid-servant, according to flesh hath been, and he who [is] of the free-woman, through the promise;”

Literal Meaning: “was born according to the flesh” It indicates that a man was born according to the physiologically natural phenomenon. 

  “Through promise” It indicates that a man was born by the wonderful works that are manifested by God.

  In this verse the different states of two mothers’ childbirth are used to state that the nature of their sons is different (Gen. 17:15-21; 18:9-15; 21:1-8). Those who are under the law observe the law according to the flesh, however, believers of the New Testament enjoy grace through God’s promise. 

Gal. 4:24 “which things are symbolic. For these are the two covenants: the one from Mount Sinai which gives birth to bondage, which is Hagar--”


YLT: “which things are allegorized, for these are the two covenants: one, indeed, from mount Sinai, to servitude bringing forth, which is Hagar;”

Meaning of Words: “symbolic”: be an allegory. 


Literal Meaning: “the two covenants” refer to the covenant of the law and the covenant of promise (grace).

  “From Mount Sinai” The law was made at the foot of Mount Sinai. 

  “Hagar” represents the covenant of the law. 

  “Gives birth to bondage” All those who are of the works of the law are indeed slaves of the law willingly and lose the freedom.  

Gal. 4:25 “for this Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia, and corresponds to Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage with her children--”


YLT: “for this Hagar is mount Sinai in Arabia, and doth correspond to the Jerusalem that now [is], and is in servitude with her children,”

Meaning of Words: “corresponds to”: file together, equal. 


Spiritual Meaning: “Mount Sinai” symbolizes the law. 

  “Jerusalem which now is” refers to Judaism at that time. 

  “Her children” refer to the Judaists and Christians who believed in Judaism at that time. 

  “And is in bondage with…” It means that Judaists and Judaizers are all in bondage of the law. 


Enlightenment in the Word: today many nominal churches of Christ and Christians only pay attention to appearance and forms or want to observe ceremonies and regulations according to the flesh. They also correspond to Hagar and are in bondage. 

Gal. 4:26 “but the Jerusalem above is free, which is the mother of us all.”


YLT: “and the Jerusalem above is the free-woman, which is mother of us all,”

Spiritual Meaning: “the Jerusalem above” refers to the heavenly Jerusalem. The heavenly Jerusalem on one hand refers to the coming holy city, new Jerusalem (Heb. 12:22; Rev. 3: 12; 21:2) and on the other refers to the present spiritual church. When we believers live in the world, we are children of the heavenly Jerusalem. It is not the coming thing but the thing at present (Eph. 2:6; Pill. 3:20). 

Gal. 4:27 “For it is written: ‘Rejoice, O barren, You who do not bear! Break forth and shout, You who are not in labor! For the desolate has many more children Than she who has a husband.’”

YLT: “for it hath been written, `Rejoice, O barren, who art not bearing; break forth and cry, thou who art not travailing, because many [are] the children of the desolate -- more than of her having the husband.'”

Literal Meaning: this verse is quoted from Is. 54:1 and it predicted that a kind of son was born when the mother was barren. 

  “O barren, You who do not bear!” refer to the women who have the physiological defects and cannot bear. 

  “You who are not in labor…the desolate” It indicates that even if the women who cannot bear have husbands, they are desolate and poor as if they did not have husbands. 


Spiritual Meaning: this verse predicts that under the Old Testament, “the Jerusalem above” was in the sate of vanity and barrenness for a long time. However, after the Lord Jesus died on the cross, the condition was fully reversed: believers of the New Testament who are born by the works of God’s grace shall be much more than Judaizers. 

Gal. 4:28 “Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are children of promise.”

YLT: “And we, brethren, as Isaac, are children of promise,”

Literal Meaning: as Isaac was born through promise, we Christians become God’s children fully according to God’s promise through faith in Christ Jesus (Gal. 3:26) instead of the works of the flesh. 

Gal. 4:29 “But, as he who was born according to the flesh then persecuted him who was born according to the Spirit, even so it is now.”


YLT: “but as then he who was born according to the flesh did persecute him according to the spirit, so also now;”

Meaning of Words: “persecute”: press forward, follow after. 


The Background: Ishmael once mocked Isaac. From the words of Sara to Abraham at that time, probably Ishmael’s attitude to Isaac was very bad and he even attempted to fight for the right of succession (Gen. 21:9-10).


Literal Meaning: Isaac was despised by Ishmael and in like manner, now the promised children are persecuted by those who are born according to the flesh. 


Enlightenment in the Word: the nominal Christians always sneer at and persecute the true Christians. 

Gal. 4:30 “Nevertheless what does the Scripture say? ‘Cast out the bondwoman and her son, for the son of the bondwoman shall not be heir with the son of the freewoman.’”


YLT: “but what saith the Writing? `Cast forth the maid-servant and her son, for the son of the maid-servant may not be heir with the son of the free-woman;'”

The Background: the words in this verse were said by Sara to Abraham (Gen. 21:10) and God fully agreed on the words (Gen. 21:12).


Enlightenment in the Word: all those who are of the works of the law cannot partake in the kingdom of God because they cannot be heirs of God with the true Christians. 

Gal. 4:31 “So then, brethren, we are not children of the bondwoman but of the free.”


YLT: “then, brethren, we are not a maid-servant's children, but the free-woman's.”

Literal Meaning: Christians are born to be free because Christ is the Lord who gives men freedom (Gal. 5:1). Christians are not slaves under the law but children born through promise who live in the freedom of Christ by faith. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

Children and Sons
I. Children refer to those who are under the law: 

  A. they do not differ at all from slaves, though they are masters of all (v.1).

  B. they are under guardians and stewards until the time appointed by God (v.2).

  C. they are in bondage under the elements of the world (v.3).

II. Sons refer to those who are redeemed: 

  A. Christ Jesus was born under the law to redeem us who were under the law (v.4-5).

  B. We have the Spirit of His Son in our hearts and we cry out, "Abba, Father!" (v.6).

  C. We are heirs of God through Christ (v.7).

God’s Actions When the Fullness of the Time Had Come 

I. God sent forth His Son, born of a woman (v.4).

II. God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into the hearts of those who are redeemed (v.5-6).

III. God makes those who have been redeemed heirs (v.7).

The Blessings of Believers 

I. We who are under the law are redeemed (v.5).

II. We receive the adoption as sons (v.5).

III. We have the Spirit of His Son in our hearts (v.6).

IV. We could call God “Abba, Father” (v.6).

V. We are no longer slaves but sons (v.7).

VI. We are heirs of God through Christ (v.7).

Slaves 

I. The slaves of the law (v.1, 5).

II. The slaves of idols (v.8).

III. The slaves of the elements of the world (v.3, 9).

The Differences between Those who did not Know God and Those who Knew God 

I. When you did not know God, you served those which by nature are not gods (v.8).

II. Now you have known God, or rather are known by God, you could no longer be slaves (v.9).

The Features of the True Apostles 

I. He was as an angel of God, even as Christ Jesus (v.14).

II. He spoke bluntly and told men the truth (v.16).

III. He was willing to labor in birth again for others until Christ is formed in men (v.19).

Christians and Judaizers 

I. Christians are born through promise and Judaizers are born according to the flesh (v.23).

II. Christians are free and Judaizers are in bondage (v.24-26).

III. Christians are of heaven ad Judaizers are of the earth (v.25-26).

IV. The former is more than the latter (v.27).

V. Christians could inherit the possessions and Judaizers cannot inherit the possessions (v.30).

Galatians Chapter Five
I. Content of the Chapter

We should Hold Fast the Freedom of the Gospel of Grace

I. Freedom from keeping the law and circumcision: 

  A. Christ makes us no long in the bondage of the law (v.1).

  B. If we still turn to keep the law, we have fallen from grace: 

1. Becoming circumcised is denying grace and Christ will profit men nothing (v.2). 

2. Becoming circumcised is being a debtor to keep the whole law (v.3). 

3. Becoming circumcised is attempting to be justified by law and therefore men become estranged from Christ (v.4).

4. Grace makes men receive the righteousness by faith through the Spirit (v.5).

5. The efforts in Christ fully rely on faith in stead of circumcision (v.6).

  C. Those who preach the circumcision must bear the sin: 

1. They make believers not obey the truth (v.7).

2. Their persuasions and teachings are the leaven which would make the whole lump leavened (v.8).

3. They trouble men and shall bear their judgment (v.9).

4. They dislike the cross (v.11).

5. Paul could wish that they would even cut themselves off (v.12).

II. Freedom from the corruption of the flesh and the lust: 

  A. The true meaning of being called to liberty: 

1. Liberty is not an opportunity for the flesh (v.13a).

2. Freedom delivers one from the letters of the law, however, he is also led into the law of Christ (Gal. 6:2).

3. The law of Christ is the law of “love” (v.13b-14).

4. Those who are against the law of “love” shall be consumed (v.15).

  B. The way to be delivered from the lusts of the flesh is by the Spirit instead of the law: 

    1. The flesh lusts and the flesh are against and contrary to the Spirit (v.16-17).

    2. Those who are led by the Spirit are not under the law (v.18).

    3. Those who have the works of the flesh will not inherit the kingdom of God (v.19-21). 

    4. Only the manifestation (fruit) of the Spirit accords with the law (v.22-23).

  C. Believers must cooperate with the Spirit: 

1. Those who are Christ's have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires (v.24). 

2. If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit (v.25).

3. Let us not have the works of the passions of the flesh (v.26). 

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Gal. 5:1 “Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made us free, and do not be entangled again with a yoke of bondage.”


YLT: “In the freedom, then, with which Christ did make you free -- stand ye, and be not held fast again by a yoke of servitude;”


Meaning of Words: “stand fast”: persevere, refuse to withdraw; “entangle”: obey, bear willingly (it is in the present tense and it refers to the action that is under way). 


The Background: “yoke” is the wooden tool which is placed upon the neck of stock so that it cannot walk at will and it can labor according to the will of the host. 


Literal Meaning: the salvation of Christ has delivered us from the bondage of sins and the law and made us have the freedom in the Spirit. On account of such blessing condition, we “therefore” should stand fast in the liberty of Christ, lest we be forced to be under the yoke again which once labored us for a long time. 

  “The liberty” “The”, the definite word shows that such liberty is not the “liberty” of the world but the liberty that Christ has accomplished by the redemption and only Christians can have such liberty.  

  “Stand fast” in this verse indicates that we should not give in or withdraw for the fear of the enemies to choose an easier way. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Stock does not have liberty at all under the yoke and men do not have liberty under the law either. 

2) The liberty in Christ shall lead us into the life of freedom. The free status in Christ shall bring in the experiences of liberty which influence our walkings. 

Gal. 5:2 “Indeed I, Paul, say to you that if you become circumcised, Christ will profit you nothing.”


YLT: “lo, I Paul do say to you, that if ye be circumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing;”


The Background: the Jewish babies of eight days shall be circumcised and it is the token of the covenant that God had made with His people (Gen. 17:10-14).


Literal Meaning: the Jews’ being circumcised does not hinder them from being Christians. However, the Gentiles do not need to be reckoned of Christ through circumcision. 

  If the Galatians were circumcised in order to be saved, they indeed forsook the rock of salvation----Christ because circumcision equally made the death of Christ in vain. They thought that the circumcision was the addition to Christ concerning their being saved. However, Paul held that they used circumcision to replace Christ. To Galatians, circumcision became the sign whether they chose the law or grace. Keeping the law was another way and therefore “a little error may lead to a large discrepancy”. Circumcision is little, however, it influences greatly. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Christians shouldn’t receive any regulations as their requirements for their being saved because any additional requirement would change our relation with Christ. 

2) If Christ is not “all” to a believer, He would turn to be “nothing” to him.

3) Today in the heresies of Christians, Christ is not fully denied, however, this and that are added to Christ and the “additions” make Christ profit them nothing.   

4) We could only choose one between keeping the law and believing in Christ. We cannot both keep the law and believe in Christ. 

Gal. 5:3 “And I testify again to every man who becomes circumcised that he is a debtor to keep the whole law.”


YLT: “and I testify again to every man circumcised, that he is a debtor to do the whole law;”


Meaning of Words: “testify”: witness, prove; “debtor”: be in debt, should, be bound by duties. 


The Background: Judaizers probably said to the Galatian believers that the Jews had to keep the whole law, however, it was enough for the Gentiles to keep a part of the law: they should keep the circumcision and they could keep the customs, ceremonies and etc that are set by the law at will. 


Literal Meaning: Paul wanted to make them understand that if they could be justified by the works of the law, keeping the circumcision is not enough, they cannot be justified until they have kept the whole law. However, no body in the world could keep the whole law. 


Enlightenment in the Word: it is difficult to keep the law and it is easy to break the law because one keeps the law only when he has kept the whole law and one breaks the law as long as he violates an item of the law. 

Gal. 5:4 “You have become estranged from Christ, you who attempt to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace.”


YLT: “ye were freed from the Christ, ye who in law are declared righteous; from the grace ye fell away;”


Meaning of Words: “you”: any, all; “estranged”: free from, pass away; “fall”: fall away, it is used to refer to the withered flowers or the loose chains. 


Literal Meaning: all those who want to be justified by the law indeed depart from Christ and turn to be in vain. 

  “You have fallen from grace” It indicates that they get out of the realm of grace and fall into the realm of the law and they stop relying on God’s resources and rely on their own resources. 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Being estranged from Christ is falling from grace, showing that Christ Himself is grace. 

2) Men cannot rely on both Christ and the law at the same time. These two cannot coexist with each other. 

3) If men want to be saved by relying on something except Christ, they equally abandon their reliance upon Christ. 

4) Grace is the abundant blessing of God. If men want to be justified by works, they indeed shut off the door of God’s blessing. 

5) The moment men know that we have nothing to rely on and turn to rely on the Lord’s grace single-mindedly, we will find that both His grace and power support us. 
Gal. 5:5 “For we through the Spirit eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness by faith.”


YLT: “for we by the Spirit, by faith, a hope of righteousness do wait for,”


Literal Meaning: “through the Spirit” refers to “live in the Spirit” (See v.25); “by faith” refers to justification by faith (Gal. 3:8).

  “Wait for the hope of righteousness” indicates that we believers, “according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells” (2Pet. 3:13). 

  Christ is our righteousness today (1Cor. 1:30) and our hope of righteousness in future------when we see Him in future, we shall receive the whole righteousness (1John. 3:2). 

  We have the assurance of the hope of righteousness in the Spirit by faith and therefore we wait patiently here. 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The salvation takes effect upon men through the working of the Spirit and men’s faith, in like manner, the hope shall be realized through the great power of the Spirit and our persistent faith. 

2) There are three differences between a believer of the New Testament and a Judaizer: a) the former relies on the Spirit and the latter relies on the flesh; b) the former is by faith and the latter is by works; c) the former waits for the future and the latter reviews the past. 

3) If Christians want to stand fast in truth, we have to do three things through the Spirit: a) rely on faith; b) hold fast to hope; c) work through love (See v.6).

Gal. 5:6 “For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything, but faith working through love.”


YLT: “for in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth anything, nor uncircumcision, but faith through love working.”


Meaning of Words: “working”: be active, do; “avail”: have strength, be able. 


Literal Meaning: Neither “circumcision” nor “uncircumcision” could make a Christian have the hope of righteousness and only the faith which works through love in Christ Jesus is able to do so. 

  The living faith works through love. 


Spiritual Meaning: the spiritual meaning of circumcision is dealing with the flesh (Col. 2:11), i.e. “dying to oneself”. The one who truly dies to himself has the true love and faith. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) There is one thing that matters and it is faith in Christ. The true faith is expressed by love (See James. 2:14-19).

2) The one who has love has fulfilled the law (v.14). 

3) It is of no value to serve God merely by the outer regulations and customs and only keeping the true love and faith has the spiritual value. 

4) The law only gives men the standard and knowledge of life, however, the true faith gives men the power of life to do the will of God. 
Gal. 5:7 “You ran well. Who hindered you from obeying the truth?”


YLT: “Ye were running well; who did hinder you -- not to obey the truth?”


Meaning of Words: “obey”: persuade, convince, it includes “controlling men’s behavior”. 


The Background: there are certain rules in race and men should not violate. 

Even if one ran well in the beginning and he violates the rule and departs from the designated runway, all his previous work will be wasted. 


Literal Meaning: “ran well” means that one goes forward according to the normal regulations and does not stop, use finesse or circle round. The Galatians ran well in the life of faith, however, they were disturbed, confused and hindered by Judaizers halfway and they even chose to let their behavior not be controlled by the truth of the gospel of grace. 

  The tense of “hindered” shows that they had been hindered even though we did not know the final result of the race. 

Gal. 5:8 “This persuasion does not come from Him who calls you.”


YLT: “the obedience [is] not of him who is calling you!”


Meaning of Words: “persuasion”: convince, lobby; “call”: the unforced calling. 


Literal Meaning: “this persuasion” refers to the inducement of Judaizers. 

  “Him who calls you” refers to God. 

  This verse shows that Judaizers are the enemies of God. 

Gal. 5:9 “A little leaven leavens the whole lump.”


YLT: “a little leaven the whole lump doth leaven;”


The Background: this sentence is a proverb at that time and it is used to describe a kind of influence or element. It is insignificant in the beginning, however, it spreads up gradually until it influences or changes the whole. 


Literal Meaning: “leaven” in the Bible generally refers to the evil heresies (Matt. 16:11-12; 1Cor. 5:6). 

  This verse indicates that a bit of heresy would corrupt not only the gospel of grace but also all believers. 

Gal. 5:10 “I have confidence in you, in the Lord, that you will have no other mind; but he who troubles you shall bear his judgment, whoever he is.”


YLT: “I have confidence in regard to you in the Lord, that ye will be none otherwise minded; and he who is troubling you shall bear the judgment, whoever he may be.”


Meaning of Words: “mind”: men’s view and attitude to an affair in their hearts; “bear”: lift, carry, take up, hold. 


Literal Meaning: “I have confidence in the Lord” shows that Paul firmly believed that “the Lord” was able to help them. 

  “That you will have no other mind” It means that you shall have the same mind with me. Paul believed in the Lord that they shall not depart from the view which made them “run well” at the end. All those who entice men to depart from the way of grace with the false doctrines will be punished. 

Gal. 5:11 “And I, brethren, if I still preach circumcision, why do I still suffer persecution? Then the offense of the cross has ceased.”


YLT: “And I, brethren, if uncircumcision I yet preach, why yet am I persecuted? then hath the stumbling-block of the cross been done away;”


Meaning of Words: “offense”: stumbling block, snare, net, trap; “cease”: stop, vanish away. 


The Background: the preaching of the cross was always the stumbling block to the Jews (1Cor. 1:23).


Literal Meaning: the word “still” shows that Paul had preached circumcision when he was in Judaism. 

  “Why do I still suffer persecution?” It means that if he still put circumcision in the gospel like Judaizers, he would not be persecuted by them. 

  “The offense of the cross” Paul preached that the cross of Christ is the only way of God’s salvation and only through the redemption of the cross will men be justified and accepted by God. It is the stumbling block in the eyes of Judaizers and they hated it the most. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) All those who are self-righteous and think themselves wise dislike the cross. However, the true righteousness and wisdom are from the cross of Christ. 

2) The truth is always disliked by men. If God’s servants pander to the meaning of men because they are afraid of being persecuted by them, as a result they are faithless to the truth.  

3) The cross is a touchstone for the truth of Christ------all those who dislike the cross are manifested that they have departed from the truth. 

Gal. 5:12 “I could wish that those who trouble you would even cut themselves off!”


YLT: “O that even they would cut themselves off who are unsettling you!”


Meaning of Words: “cut off”: cut, amputate, mutilate. 


The Background: “cut off” means cutting off the function of reproduction. In the past the heretical priests always cut off themselves in order to show their piety. 


Literal Meaning: from the view of Paul, the way that Judaizers were circumcised was the same with the brutal behavior of heretics. What they did did not resemble Christianity but resemble the heretical religion. From these words, the Galatians should know those who supported circumcision and the heretical priests who cut off themselves were put on a par. 

Gal. 5:13 “For you, brethren, have been called to liberty; only do not use liberty as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.”


YLT: “For ye -- to freedom ye were called, brethren, only not the freedom for an occasion to the flesh, but through the love serve ye one another,”


Meaning of Words: “flesh”: body; “opportunity”: it is a military term and it represents the time to attack; “serve”: it is in the present tense and it means that it is the continuous attitude and action. 


Literal Meaning: one receives the liberty from the law and it is not the liberty of sins. Departing from the bondage of the law is being set free from the power of sins. But if one uses it “as an opportunity for the flesh”, he will become the salve of sins. 

  “The flesh” refers to the depraved and corruptible human nature which is against the Spirit. 

  “But through love serve one another” “But” means that no matter how other person deals with us, we should deal with him through love. “Serve one another” means being servant of one another and it shows that such service of love is ambilateral. 

  Christians are called to have liberty in order to be slaves of love and serve one another through love. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Liberty differs from indulgence. Since we have such liberty, we ought to use the liberty to love and serve one another. 

2) If the liberty is not with love, the liberty shall be misused by men because the lusts of the flesh work there. 

3) The liberty, like faith, needs to be practiced in love. 

4) We should not receive others’ service merely and do not serve others. We should serve one another.

5) If we want to be served by others, we’d better take the initiative to serve others through love. 

6) Serving one another could provoke one another into love. 
Gal. 5:14 “For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’”


YLT: “for all the law in one word is fulfilled -- in this: `Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself;'”


Meaning of Words: “fulfill”: accomplish, complete, fill up, end; “love”: the unconditional love. 


Literal Meaning: “all the law” refers to the requests of the Ten Commandments and other scriptures of the Old Testament. 

  “One word” refers to a principle. 

  This verse means that if we could do the word that “love your neighbor as yourself”, we have fulfilled all the law (Rom. 13:8-10). 

Gal. 5:15 “But if you bite and devour one another, beware lest you be consumed by one another!”


YLT: “and if one another ye do bite and devour, see -- that ye may not by one another be consumed.”


Meaning of Words: “bite”: bite of a snake, tear; “devour”: eat down, swallow up.


Literal Meaning: “bite and devour” is the brutal action instead of the way by which Christians deal with each other. The Galatian believers persisted in the regulations of the law regardless of the true meaning of the law and consequently they walked on the way of destruction and shall be consumed by one another. 

Gal. 5:16 “I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.”


YLT: “And I say: In the Spirit walk ye, and the desire of the flesh ye may not complete;”


Meaning of Words: “the Spirit”: spirit, wind, breath; “walk”: go, act (it is in the present tense and it refers to the routine official affairs. It is a continuous action); “fulfill”: accomplish, make an end, help, perform; “the flesh”: body; “the lust”: a longing, desire, covetousness. 


Literal Meaning: if men choose to live in the Spirit and let the Spirit control their daily behavior, they will not practice or fulfill the lust of the flesh or continue in the life of sins. 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The affirmative way to defeat the lusts of the flesh is to walk in the Spirit. Withstanding the flesh by our own strength is like sailing against the current. Walking in the Spirit is like pushing the boat with the wind. 

2) The true liberty of believers is living and walking in the Spirit. 

3) If we mind the flesh and fulfill the desires of the flesh, we do not walk in the Spirit and as a result, we shall fall into sins. 

Gal. 5:17 “For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things that you wish.”


YLT: “for the flesh doth desire contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit contrary to the flesh, and these are opposed one to another, that the things that ye may will -- these ye may not do;”


Meaning of Words: “against”: suppress, down; “contrary”: the situation of opposition. 


Literal Meaning: the flesh of believers is contrary to the indwelling Spirit and they are against each other in us------when a believer wants to do good, the law of sin which is in his members makes him do not do it (Rom. 7:18-23); when a believer wants to do evil, the Spirit rises to oppose it (1Pet. 2:11)------as a result, we “do not do the things that we wish”.


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Here it is said that the Spirit is against the flesh instead of that we are against the flesh. The key of the spiritual conflict is that we do not take part in and let the Spirit replace us to fight. 

2) The reason why we do not love the world is not that the world is not lovely or the world loses its attraction but that the Spirit reigns in us so that we cannot love the world any more. 

Gal. 5:18 “But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.”


YLT: “and if by the Spirit ye are led, ye are not under law.”


Literal Meaning: “you are led by the Spirit” It indicates that one’s will is subject to the Spirit so as to follow His guidance. 

  “You are not under the law” It indicates that one does not need to please God through the works of the law.

Enlightenment in the Word: Christians are not under the law of letters but keep the law by the inner love. 

Gal. 5:19 “Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness,”


YLT: “And manifest also are the works of the flesh, which are: Adultery, whoredom, uncleanness, lasciviousness,”


The Background: “adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness” are of sensations. Such conditions are quite common in the time of Paul and they were a part of the ceremonies of worshiping idols in the heretical society. 


Literal Meaning: “Now the works of the flesh are evident” The true nature of “the flesh” could be seen from the expressional behavior. 

  “Adultery, fornication” refers to illegal sexual intercourse. 

  “Uncleanness” refers to the uncleanness in the thoughts and words. 

  “Lewdness” refers to randomness, indulgence and unruliness of behavior and attitude. 

  The above-mentioned four items are against the sixth commandment of the Ten Commandments. 

Gal. 5:20 “idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies,”


YLT: “idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, strifes, emulations, wraths, rivalries, dissensions, sects,”


Meaning of Words: “hatred”: hostility, enmity; “contentions”: of uncertain affinity, disharmony; “jealousies”: envy, zeal; “outbursts of wrath”: indignation, short temper; “dissensions”: debate and dispute with the nature of disunion; “heresies”: faction, party, sect.


Literal Meaning: “idolatry” means worshiping images and false gods. “Sorcery” refers to the magic, witchcraft, necromancy, amulet, making men lose self-control and becoming absentminded with medicines. “Idolatry” and “sorcery” are the sin of betraying God and turning to the heresies. 

  “Hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, dissensions, heresies” are sins in the interpersonal relations. “Selfish ambitions” refers to increasing one’s own influence because of selfishness and ambition. 


Enlightenment in the Word: sects (the original meaning of “heresies”) are listed in the works of the flesh in this verse. Many Christians know that we could not do the idolatry, sorcery or hatred and etc. However, we do not know that sects among believers are the works of the flesh condemned by God. 

Gal. 5:21 “envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.”


YLT: “envyings, murders, drunkennesses, revellings, and such like, of which I tell you before, as I also said before, that those doing such things the reign of God shall not inherit.” 

Meaning of Words: “practice” does not refer to the occasional behavior but the habitual. 


Literal Meaning: “envy” includes all the ideas of envy and it refers to the feelings of both coveting what others possess and letting others not have them; envy is also the social sin. 

  “Murders” refers to killing another rashly and it is the high peak of the rupture of interpersonal relationship. 

  “Drunkenness” indicates that one drinks the liquor excessively so that he loses senses and control. “Revelries” indicates that many people are drunk together and clamor together. “Drunkenness and revelries” are the sin of losing self-control and degrading human dignity. 

  “And the like” shows there are more than these works. 

  If believers get accustomed to walking according to the flesh, we cannot enjoy the rights and benefits of the coming kingdom of God. 


Enlightenment in the Word: the common failing of human beings (believers are included) in the corporate life is to exalt oneself so as to have benefits and depress others. 

Gal. 5:22 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,”


YLT: “And the fruit of the Spirit is: Love, joy, peace, long-suffering, kindness, goodness, faith,” 

Meaning of Words: “love”: selfless love, sacred love; “goodness”: gentleness, fineness, purity; “faithfulness”: faith, dependence, reliance, fidelity.


Literal Meaning: “But the fruit of the Spirit” “fruit” is the outcome of the natural growth of life. “The fruit of the Spirit” is the natural expression that believers walk in the Spirit instead of the outer imitation and affectation. These are not the different virtues that the Spirit gives us but the whole fruit that the Spirit bears upon us when He is mature in life. The whole fruit has such features, however, they cannot be divided up. The meaning of the fruit of the Spirit is that Chris turns to be our own characters and features upon us because He is digested by us through the works of the Spirit. It is the fruit of the Spirit. 

  “Joy” is the deep and lasting sentiment and it is rooted in the spiritual exultation of the communion with God. 

  “Peace” is the condition naturally expressed outwardly because of the inner peace received from the communication with God. 

  “Longsuffering” means suffering long and not raging. 

  “Kindness” refers to the character of being kind and amiable to others. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The true good deeds of Christians are not “done” but “bore”. 

2) Every true Christian should always bear the fruit of the Spirit (John. 15:1-8).

3) The nine features of the fruit of the Spirit could be divided into three groups: the first group is headed by “love”; the second “longsuffering” (hope); the third “faithfulness” (faith). And therefore the essential points of the fruit of the Spirit are faith, hope and love. 

4) The first group “love, joy and peace” specially refers to the inner state of believers; the second group “longsuffering, kindness and goodness” specially refers to state of believers that is manifested outwardly; the third group “faithfulness, gentleness and self-control” specially refers to the state of believers to God (faithfulness), men (gentleness) and selves (self-control) respectively. 

5) Love is the bond of perfection (Col. 3:14): joy is the sentiment of love; peace is the state of love; longsuffering is the power of love; kindness is the compassion of love; goodness is the motive of love; faithfulness is the word of love; gentleness is the attitude of love and self-control is the arm of love. 

6) The fruit of the Spirit is bore by the Spirit and men cannot bear it. It is the natural expression of God’s life: joy is the exultation of love; peace is the serenity of love; longsuffering is the tolerance of love; kindness is the refinement of love; goodness is the action of love; faithfulness is trust of love; gentleness is the humbleness of love and self-control is the true love to oneself. 

7) The fruit of the Spirit is one instead of nine and it is the expressions of the spiritual life in various aspects: joy is the delight of love; peace is the reliance of love; longsuffering is the silence of love; kindness is the consideration of love; goodness is the disposition of love; faithfulness is the firmness of love; gentleness is the exquisiteness of love and self-control is the conquest of love. 

8) Love, joy and peace are the enjoyments given by God to us; goodness, longsuffering and kindness are our daily expressions to men; faithfulness, gentleness and self-control are the lessons to ourselves.  

9) “Love” is the head of the fruit of the Spirit: the fruit shall be meaningful with love and the fruit shall be nothing without love (See 1Cor. 13:1-7). It is obvious that love is before all walkings and love is the general principle of all walkings. 

10) Since believers have tasted “the joy of the salvation” when we were saved (Ps. 51:12), we should value and pursue “the joy in the Holy Spirit” (Rom. 14:17).

11) Since believers’ peace is the fruit of the Spirit and therefore it has nothing to do with the objective circumstances and we could still have peace in the adverse circumstances (See John. 16:33).

12) Our true peace is from our peace with God. And therefore if we want to always abide in peace, we have to live in peace with God.

13) The “sufferance” of men only lasts a short while and it cannot last long; the sufferance of the Spirit is the endurance to the end (Matt. 10:22) and the patient of a perfect work (James. 1:4).

14) The world deals with themselves kindly and deals with others strictly. Believers deal with themselves strictly and deal with others kindly. 

15) No one is good but One, that is, God (Mark. 10:18). And therefore the world always deals with men and walks with the evil intentions. However, since the Spirit of God dwells in believers, we could be good and faithful (Matt. 25:21).

16) The hardest sin for the world to forgive is the faithlessness of Christians. 
Gal. 5:23 “gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.”


YLT: “meekness, temperance: against such there is no law;”


Meaning of Words: “gentleness”: meekness, sereneness, docility, consideration, urbanity; “self-control”: continence, temperance, self-abnegation.


Literal Meaning: the life and conduct lived by the Spirit are above the law and are not bond or controlled by the law. The law only restrains sins more or less, however, it cannot restrain the works of the Spirit. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The meek ones neither let their hearts be hurt by others nor hurt others easily. 

2) Believers should have self-control in everything------not only the bad things but also the good things (do not walk according to our own favor but walk according to the guidance of the Spirit).

Gal. 5:24 “And those who are Christ's have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.”


YLT: “and those who are Christ's, the flesh did crucify with the affections, and the desires;”


Meaning of Words: “passion”: tendency, impulse; “desire”: a longing, lust.


Literal Meaning: the flesh is the most troublesome and it is hard for us to conquer. However, God has overcome the flesh for us. Today all those who are of Christ Jesus do not need to struggle or fight because God has crucified it. This “crucifixion together” does not refer to the present subjective experience but the finished objective fact. And therefore we have to put to death the deeds of the body by the Spirit (Rom. 8:13) and then we can turn this finished fact into our real experience continuously and constantly. 

Gal. 5:25 “If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.”


YLT: “if we may live in the Spirit, in the Spirit also we may walk;”


Meaning of Words: “walk”: walk orderly, stand in a row. 


Literal Meaning: Paul exhorted us who receive the spiritual life from the Spirit stand in a row and walk forth, following the guidance of the Spirit the leader. 

  “Walking in the Spirit” is walking according to the features of the fruit of the Spirit. 

Gal. 5:26 “Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one another.”


YLT: “let us not become vain-glorious -- one another provoking, one another envying!”


Meaning of Words: “conceited”: vain-glorious, self-conceited, proud. 


Literal Meaning: “conceited” is “coveting the vain glory” (Pill. 2:3).


Enlightenment in the Word: the result of “conceited” is “provoking one another, envying one another”. It shows that the main cause of the dispute in the church is the “vain glory”. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

Believers and Being in Bondage 

I. No longer being in the bondage of the law (v.1-12).

II. No longer being in the bondage of the flesh and sins (v.13-26).

III. Being in the bondage of love willingly, i.e. being the slave of Christ (v.13-14).

The Heretical Teachings 

I. The cause------it does not come from Him who calls us (v.8).

II. The harm: 

  A. Hindering men from obeying the truth (v.7).

  B. Troubling men (v.10).

  C. Spreading and influencing the whole church (v.9).

III. Those who preach the heresies shall be punished (v.10).

The Features of Christians 

I. They are men of Christ Jesus (v.24).

II. They are in Christ Jesus (v.6).

III. They live by the Spirit (v.25).

IV. They are guided by the Spirit (v.18).

V. They walk in the Spirit (v.16, 25).

VI. The above-mentioned features are manifested in their relations with others (v.26).

Galatians Chapter Six
I. Content of the Chapter

The Principle of Christians’ Walkings

I. Restoring the one who is overtaken in any trespass:

  A. Those who are spiritual should do it (v.1a).

  B. Dealing with it in a spirit of gentleness (v.1b).

  C. Also considering ourselves (v.1c).

  D. Bearing one another's burdens (v.2).

  E. Admitting that we are nothing (v.3).

  F. Examining our own works (v.4).

  G. Knowing our own load (v.5).

II. Doing good: 

  A. Sharing in all good things with him who teaches (v.6).

  B. The reasons why we should do good to others: 

1. Do not be deceived, God is not mocked (v.7a).

2. Whatever a man sows, that he will also reap (v.7b-8).

3. In due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart while doing good (v.9).

  C. As we have opportunity, let us do good to all (v.10a).

  D. Especially to those who are of the household of faith (v.10b).

The Cross Is the Touchstone of the True and False Workers

I. It is written by Paul with his own hand (v.11).

II. Those who preach circumcision only seek their own glory: 

  A. They desire to make a good showing in the flesh (v.12a).

  B. They preach circumcision because they are afraid of suffering persecution for the cross of Christ (v.12b).

  C. They themselves do not keep the law (v.13a).

  D. They desire that they may boast in others’ flesh (v.13b).

III. The true servants of the Lord exults Christ’s cross: 

  A. I should boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ (v.14).

  B. The cross makes men “a new creation” (v.15).

  C. The cross brings in peace and mercy (v.16).

  D. The cross makes men have the marks of the Lord Jesus in them (v.17).

IV. Conclusion------the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you (v.18).

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Gal. 6:1 “Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted.”


YLT: “Brethren, if a man also may be overtaken in any trespass, ye who [are] spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of meekness, considering thyself -- lest thou also may be tempted;”

Meaning of Words: “trespass”: departing from the appointed way, fall, depravation; “overtake”: take the food, swallow, seize; “restore”: repair, mend, redeem, recover, make perfect, join the dislocated bones again; “consider”: look on, pay attention to. 


Literal Meaning: “you who are spiritual” are of the Holy Spirit, i.e. those who are led by the Holy Spirit (Gal. 5:18) and walk in the Spirit (Gal. 5:25).

  Those who are “conceited” (Gal. 5:26) must take pleasure in others’ misfortune if they see others are overtaken in any trespass. However, if those who are spiritual see a brother is overtaken in any trespass, they should not mock or judge him but specially support and help him. 

  When helping the brother who is overtaken in any trespass, we should not be conceited or proud but have the spirit of gentleness. At the time, remembering our own weakness, we should be on the alert and fear, lest we be overtaken in the same trespass. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) It is possible that Christians are overtaken in any trespass occasionally, however, we cannot stay in the trespass long. 

2) To a normal Christian, the time that he overcomes the “trespass” is more than the time that he is overtaken in any “trespass”. 

3) Whether one is spiritual does not lie in his knowledge but his attitude to the weak members. 

4) Whether one is spiritual lies in whether he is able to understand the feeling of the Lord deeply and restore those who are overtaken in any trespass with the love of the Lord. 

5) Those who are spiritual will not give up a failed brother easily or regard that he does not have any hope of being restored. 

6) When we see one who is taken in any trespass, we should not hold the attitude of condemnation, contempt and abandonment to him. Contrarily, we should deal with him with the heart of mercy and the spirit of gentleness. 

7) “The spirit of gentleness”, “gentleness” is the fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23). And therefore we won’t have the true gentleness until we walk in the Spirit. 

8) It is not real that spiritual ones won’t fail forever and they themselves may also be tempted and fall. 
Gal. 6:2 “Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.”


YLT: “of one another the burdens bear ye, and so fill up the law of the Christ,”

Meaning of Words: “one another”: each other; “burden”: goods on the boat, weight. 


Literal Meaning: the “burden” in this verse may be probably related to “one’s being overtaken in any trespass” in the previous verse. Nobody could bear the burdens of the law of Moses. However, we should bear one another’s burdens in the life of faith. 

  “The law of Christ” refers to the commandment given by the Lord that we should love one another (John. 13:34).


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Judaizers wanted men to bear the burdens of the law (Acts. 15:28). However, Paul wanted men to bear the burden of love which is light (Matt. 11:30).

2) Not only we need to bear the burdens of others but also we may need others to bear our burdens. Not only we should show sympathy, comfort and support to others in their difficulties but also we may need others’ compassion, comfort and support in our difficulties. 

3) Bearing one another’s burdens is the performance of love and love is the fulfillment of the law (1Cor. 9:21; Rom. 13:10).

Gal. 6:3 “For if anyone thinks himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceives himself.”


YLT: “for if any one doth think [himself] to be something -- being nothing -- himself he doth deceive;”

Literal Meaning: believers should know that we have nothing and we are nothing by ourselves and everything is of God’s grace. If believers think that they have some good points (e.g. love, faith, endurance and etc) or think that they are someones, these are the thoughts of self-deceit. 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The one who is unwilling to help others when seeing them have failed and contrarily shows his pride and thinks that he is spiritual indeed deceives himself. 

2) Believers are usually misled by “their thinking themselves to be…” and therefore we should specially take heed (See 1Cor. 10:12).

3) The one who thinks himself to be something won’t truly bear the burdens of others (v.2) because such man helps others only to show off his “being something”. 

Gal. 6:4 “But let each one examine his own work, and then he will have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in another.”


YLT: “and his own work let each one prove, and then in regard to himself alone the glorying he shall have, and not in regard to the other,”

Literal Meaning: “examine” means testing, observing and confirming. 

  Each of us shall give an account concerning himself to God (Rom. 14:12; 2Cor. 5:10) and therefore we are responsible for examining ourselves. 

  “Have rejoicing in” refers to the things in which one has rejoicing, comfort and glory. 

  “In himself alone” refers to only caring about whether his walkings are of value before God. 

  “Not in another” shows that he does not compare with others or boast in others’ false praise. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “A bystander is always clear-minded” Ordinary ones always see others’ faults and cannot see their own faults. 

2) Examining oneself (See 2Cor. 13:5) is an important step to avoid self-deceit.

Gal. 6:5 “For each one shall bear his own load.”


YLT: “for each one his own burden shall bear.”

Meaning of Words: “load”: soldiers need to bear their own baggage. 


Literal Meaning: “load” refers to the duties and responsibilities that every believer should take as a man in the world (or a brother in the church). 

  When examining our own behavior, we shall see whether we ourselves have done the duty instead of looking into others. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) We should bear one another’s “burdens” (v.2), however, we should bear our own “load”. We should bear one another’s difficulties, however, we should take our own responsibilities. 

2) We could entrust our burdens of sins and life to the Lord because He is the one who daily loads us with benefits (Ps. 68:19). However, it does not mean that we could ignore our own responsibilities. 

Gal. 6:6 “Let him who is taught the word share in all good things with him who teaches.”


YLT: “And let him who is instructed in the word share with him who is instructing -- in all good things.”

Meaning of Words: “share”: have together, distribute, communicate, be partaker. 


Literal Meaning: though it is said in the previous verse that each one shall bear his own load, however, such principle could not be applied to those who teach and let them bear their own necessities of life. Those who are taught should share all the necessities of life with those who teach so that they could give attendance to preaching and exhortation (1Tim. 4:13).


Enlightenment in the Word: according to the original meaning of “share”, “all good things” not only refers to the physical needs but also includes the sharing with each other in the spiritual life. 

Gal. 6:7 “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap.”


YLT: “Be not led astray; God is not mocked; for what a man may sow -- that also he shall reap,”

Meaning of Words: “mock”: give a snout of contempt, fool. 


Literal Meaning: if one ignores his own responsibilities, he is indeed deceived and God shall give to every one according to his work. 

  In the husbandry whatever a man sows, that he will also reap and so it is in men’s walkings.  


Enlightenment in the Word: doing good is not a loss but a kind of investment with payback. 

Gal. 6:8 “For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life.”


YLT: “because he who is sowing to his own flesh, of the flesh shall reap corruption; and he who is sowing to the Spirit, of the Spirit shall reap life age-during;”

Meaning of Words: “to”: into; “corruption”: decay. 


Literal Meaning: 1) We are “sowing” every time we does one thing and we shall “reap”. What matters is that whatever a man sows, that he shall also reap. 

  2) There is the certain law of the spiritual life: one shall reap corruption and death if he walks according to the flesh; one shall reap life and peace if he walks in the Spirit (Rom. 8:6).

Gal. 6:9 “And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.”


YLT: “and in the doing good we may not be faint-hearted, for at the proper time we shall reap -- not desponding;”

Meaning of Words: “grow weary”: become tired gradually, be weak; “lose heart”: desponding. 


Literal Meaning: we should persevere in the good works that are done in the Spirit and should not lose heart or be tired. We shall have an abundant harvest in due season. 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) When doing good, believers should not bear in mind the reward at present but keep in mind the reward of God in future (See Matt. 6:1-4).

2) The gestation period of the life of high ranking is longer. The seed that is sowed to the Spirit needs more time to be reaped, compared with the seed that is sowed to the flesh. 

Gal. 6:10 “Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the household of faith.”


YLT: “therefore, then, as we have opportunity, may we work the good to all, and especially unto those of the household of the faith.”

Meaning of Words: “especially”: most of all, particularly. 


Literal Meaning: “as we have opportunity” It indicates that it is in the power of our hand to do so (Prov. 3:27) and others are in need. 

  “All” refers to the ordinary ones, including pagans. 

  “Those who are of the household of faith” Believers are of one family in the Lord (Eph. 2:19; 1Tim. 3:15).


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Believers should take care of their own family members according to the flesh and if we still have the power of our hand, we should give brothers in the Lord who are in need the precedence and help them more. 

2) “As we have opportunity” means taking initiative in finding opportunity in the original. Christians do not do good when it is convenient but find opportunity to do good. 

Gal. 6:11 “See with what large letters I have written to you with my own hand!”


YLT: “Ye see in how large letters I have written to you with my own hand;”

The Background: usually the epistles of Paul were written by others (Rom. 16:22). Some Bible scholars held that the words in the verse and Gal. 4:13-15 could prove that Paul had the eye disease and the poor eyesight and therefore his letters were large. He may write the whole book of Galatians and probably someone else wrote the previous words on behalf of him and he continued the following several verses by himself. 


Literal Meaning: the words in this verse prove that this letter was of him, hoping the Galatian believers will pay attention to his exhortations more. 

Gal. 6:12 “As many as desire to make a good showing in the flesh, these would compel you to be circumcised, only that they may not suffer persecution for the cross of Christ.”


YLT: “as many as are willing to make a good appearance in the flesh, these constrain you to be circumcised -- only that for the cross of the Christ they may not be persecuted,”

Meaning of Words: “a good showing”: a good appearance, make a fair show; “compel”: force, constrain. 


Literal Meaning: “As many as desire to make a good showing in the flesh” refer to Judaizers who gained the glory of men by the works of the law. 


Enlightenment in the Word: circumcision is the type of Christ’s crucifixion. The true circumcision that cuts off the flesh is not the circumcision in the Old Testament but Christ’s crucifixion. Only Christ’s cross could deal with our flesh. 

Gal. 6:13 “For not even those who are circumcised keep the law, but they desire to have you circumcised that they may boast in your flesh.”


YLT: “for neither do those circumcised themselves keep the law, but they wish you to be circumcised, that in your flesh they may glory.”

Literal Meaning: “boast” means that one always talks to others with too much pride. 

  The reason why Judaizers advocated circumcision is to keep the law strictly. However, they themselves cannot keep the law at all because men cannot fulfill the regulations of the law completely. They compelled the Gentiles to be circumcised just because they could boast in the increase in the number of the Gentile believers. 

Gal. 6:14 “But God forbid that I should boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.”


YLT: “And for me, let it not be -- to glory, except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which to me the world hath been crucified, and I to the world;”

Literal Meaning: to Paul, the cross is his whole life and the greatest glory. His relation to the world was completely changed because of the salvation of the cross. From the first day when he received the salvation of the cross, to Paul the world lost its attraction because he counted all things dung; to the world he also lost his function and he was regarded as the filth of the world and the offscouring of all things. Of him the world was not worthy and the world did not allow him to live. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The cross is between the world and the Lord. All believers stand on the side of the Lord and therefore only through the cross can we enter into the world. Today our attitude to the world should be appropriating the cross. 

2) The carnal ones like boasting in the outer behavior with the aim of exulting themselves. The spiritual ones only boast in the Lord’s cross with the aim of glorifying the Lord. 

3) Whenever Christians love the cross, they do not love the world; whenever they love the world, they flee from the cross. 

4) One who flees from the cross glorifies the world and boasts in the world. One who does not love the world glorifies the cross and boasts in the cross. 

5) If men do not love the cross, they cannot love God. If men do not boast in the cross, they cannot overcome in all aspects. 
Gal. 6:15 “For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything, but a new creation.”


YLT: “for in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation;”

Literal Meaning: the circumcision of the flesh only cuts off a piece of skin of the body and it has not truly cut off the various kinds of flesh and corruption in men. And therefore the one who is circumcised is still the old creation. Only through faith can one be in Christ and he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new (2Cor. 5:17).


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) A new creature does not stress on the outer letters but the inner Spirit (See Rom. 2:28-29).

2) Concerning our walkings, all that cannot pass the test of the cross belong to the old creation and all that pass the test of the cross is a part of the new creation. 

Gal. 6:16 “And as many as walk according to this rule, peace and mercy be upon them, and upon the Israel of God.”


YLT: “and as many as by this rule do walk -- peace upon them, and kindness, and on the Israel of God!”

Meaning of Words: “rule”: principle, standard, line, limit, canon.


Literal Meaning: “walk according to this rule” refers to the rule of the new creation and the message of the cross that Paul had mentioned previously. 

  “The Israel of God” refers to the Jews who obey the truth. They believe that Christ is the only salvation and they are totally different from the carnal people of Israel (1Cor. 10:18).

  The greatest longing of men in the Old Testament is the peace of God------God’s order is restored in the world and the mercy of God------the accomplishment of God’s covenant. In Paul’s prayer, he hoped that peace and mercy would be upon those who regard the cross as their glory and are glad in God’s new creation. 


Enlightenment in the Word: we should not merely know the “rule” of the Bible but “walk” according to the rule. 

Gal. 6:17 “From now on let no one trouble me, for I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus.”


YLT: “Henceforth, let no one give me trouble, for I the scars of the Lord Jesus in my body do bear.”

The Background: “marks” refer to the marks made with a piece of hot metal on farm animals or salves to show who owns them. 


Literal Meaning: Paul suffered whips, persecution and danger for the sake of preaching the gospel of the cross. The scars were still there when he wrote the book of Galatians. These were “the marks of the Lord Jesus” and also his marks as the servant of Christ. 

  All suffering and tribulation that we suffer for the sake of the Lord Jesus are the invisible “marks of the Lord Jesus” which make others see the image of Christ upon us. They are also the clear proof of the servants of Christ. 

Gal. 6:18 “Brethren, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen.”


YLT: “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ [is] with your spirit, brethren! Amen.”

Literal Meaning: the grace of Jesus Christ is the thesis of this book (Gal. 1:3). However, the Lord’s grace is not merely the idea in the knowledge. One is truly blessed only when he always experiences the Lord’s grace in him and lives out His grace outwardly. 


Enlightenment in the Word: the “peace and mercy” in v.16 is to our souls; the “marks of Jesus Christ” are to our bodies; the “grace of our Lord Jesus Christ” is to our spirits. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

The States that the Spiritual Ones should Have 

I. The love to restore the one who is overtaken in any trespass (v.1).

II. The spirit of gentleness (v.1).

III. The heart of alertness (v.1).

IV. The responsibility for bearing the burdens of others (v.2).

How to Fulfill Christ’s Law of Love 

I. Restore the one who is overtaken in any trespass (v.1a).

II. Bear one another’s burdens (v.2).

III. Share in all good things with him who teaches (v.6).

IV. Seize every opportunity to do good to all and those who are of the household of faith (v.10).

How should Believers Deal with Themselves? 

I. Consider ourselves lest we also be tempted by other’s trespass (v.1).

II. Do not think ourselves to be something, when we are nothing (v.3).

III. Examine our own works (v.4).

IV. Bear our own loads (v.5).

V. Do not be deceived (v.3, 7).

The Features of Judaizers 

I. They desire to make a good showing in the flesh (v.12a).

II. They fear that they may suffer persecution for the cross of Christ (v.12b).

III. They themselves cannot keep the law (v.13a).

IV. They may boast in your flesh (v.13b).

General Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons of the Book
The Potential Crises of the Truth of the Gospel 

  1. The false believers premeditated to change the gospel (Gal. 1:7).

  2. The true preacher of the gospel may change (Gal. 1:8).

  3. Men may compromise in order to please men (Gal. 1:10).

  4. The false brothers watched for their chance to deceive others (Gal. 2:4).

  5. The true apostles did not dare to practice the truth because they feared men (Gal. 2:12-13).

How to Know the False Teachers 

  1. Their motives: 

a. they wanted to please men (Gal. 1:10).

b. they wanted to bring believers into bondage (Gal. 2:4).

c. they were not for good and wanted to exclude believers (Gal. 4:17).

d. they wanted believers to be zealous for them (Gal. 4:17).

e. they hindered believers from obeying the truth (Gal. 5:7).

f. they desired to make a good showing in the flesh (Gal. 6:12).

  2. Their actions: 

a. they troubled the church (Gal. 1:7; 5:10).

b. they changed the gospel of Christ (Gal. 1:7).

c. they secretly brought in and came in by stealth to spy out the liberty of believers in Christ Jesus (Gal. 2:4).

d. they persecuted those who strictly kept the truth (Gal. 4:29; 5:11).

f. they boasted in the flesh (Gal. 6:13).

The Way of Justification 

  1. It is not by the works of the law (Gal. 2:16, 21; 3:11; 4:4).

  2. But by faith in Jesus Christ (Gal. 2:16; 3:8, 24).

  3. In Christ (Gal. 2:17).

In Christ 

  1. The way to be in Christ: 

a. faith (Gal. 2:16; 5:6).

b. Being baptized into (Gal. 3:27).

  2. What we receive in Christ: 

a. justification (Gal. 2:17).

b. liberty (Gal. 2:4).

c. putting on Christ (Gal. 3:27).

d. believers are all one (Gal. 3:28).

The Way of Living 

  1. Though men shall live by the works of the law (Gal. 3:12), men cannot keep the whole law (Gal. 5:3). 

  2. Only when I died to the law will I live to God (Gal. 2:19).

  3. Only when I have been crucified with Christ will Christ live in me (Gal. 2:20).

  4. The life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God (Gal. 2:20).

The Proofs that Men Are Justified by Faith instead of the Works 

  1. It is proved by the experiences of believers (Gal. 3:1-5).

  2. It is proved by the records in the Bible (Gal. 3:6-14).

  3. It is proved by God’s covenant of promise (Gal. 3:15-18).

  4. It is proved by that the law cannot make men live (Gal. 3:19-22).

  5. It is proved by what faith has accomplished (Gal. 3:23-29).

  6. It is proved by that God sent forth His Son when the fullness of the time had come (Gal. 4:1-7).

The Sonship 

  1. You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus (Gal. 3:26).

  2. We are redeemed to receive the adoption as sons (Gal. 4:5).

  3. We have the Spirit of His Son and cry out, "Abba, Father!" (Gal. 4:6).

  4. We are heirs of God through Christ and could inherit the possessions (Gal. 4:7).

The Liberty in Christ

  1. Being free from keeping the regulations and ceremonies under the law (Gal. 3:23-25; 4:1-7, 9, 21-31).

  2. Being free from the curse and condemnation of the law (Gal. 3:13; See Rom. 5:1; Heb. 10:27).

  3. Being free from the bondage of false idols and Satan (Gal. 4:8).

  4. Being free from the constraint of sins and the hopeless in overcoming sin (Gal. 3:21-22; See Rom. 6:16-18; 8:2-3).

Believers and the Spirit 

  1. Believers receive the Spirit by faith (Gal. 3:2, 5, 14).

  2. The working of the Spirit in men: 

a. He makes men be born again (Gal. 4:29; 5:25).

b. He leads men to begin (Gal. 3:3).

c. He makes men cry out, "Abba, Father!" (Gal. 4:6).

d. He leads men to walk (Gal. 5:16, 18, 25).

e. He is against the flesh (Gal. 5:17).

f. He bears the fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23).

  3. Through the Spirit eagerly believers wait for the hope of righteousness (Gal. 5:5).

  4. He who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life (Gal. 6:8).

The Five Exhortations of Justification by Faith 

  1. Do not turn to be slaves (Gal. 4:8-11).

  2. Be zealous in receiving the servants of Christ (Gal. 4:12-20).

  3. Hear the true meaning of the law (Gal. 4:21-31).

  4. Stand firm in the liberty of Christ (Gal. 5:1-6).

  5. Obey the truth (Gal. 5:7-12).

Believers and Circumcision 

  1. If a believer is circumcised:  

a. Christ will profit him nothing (Gal. 5:2).

b. he is a debtor to keep the whole law (Gal. 5:3).

c. he has become estranged from Christ (Gal. 5:4).

d. he has fallen from grace (Gal 5:4).

  2. Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision: 

a. avails anything, but faith working through love (Gal. 5:6).

b. avails anything, but a new creation (Gal. 6:15).

  3. The reason why they preach circumcision: 

a. they are afraid of suffering persecution (Gal. 5:11; 6:12).

b. they desire to make a good showing in the flesh (Gal. 6:12).

c. they may boast in others’ flesh (Gal. 6:13).

Believers and the Law 

  1. Believers have broke off the relation with the law: 

a. we died to the law (Gal. 2:19).

b. we have been redeemed us from the curse of the law (Gal. 3:13).

c. we are not under the law (Gal. 5:18).

d. we are not in the bondage of the law (Gal. 4:9; 5:1).

  2. The law that believers should keep: 

a. the law of love (Gal. 5:13-14).

b. the law in the Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23).

c. the law of Christ (Gal. 6:1-2).

The Principle of Believers’ Walkings 

  1. Walk in love (Gal. 5:13-15).

  2. Walk in the Spirit (Gal. 5:16-25).

  3. Walk in the law of Christ (Gal. 6:1-10).

  4. Walk by the cross of Christ (Gal. 6:11-18).

Believers and the Flesh 

  1. Do not use liberty as an opportunity for the flesh (Gal. 5:13).

  2. The flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary to one another (Gal. 5:17).

  3. The works of the flesh are evident (Gal. 5:19-21).

  4. He who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption (Gal. 6:8).

  5. How to not fulfill the lust of the flesh: 

a. walk in the Spirit (Gal. 5:16).

b. have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires (Gal. 5:24).

How to Deal with Each other among Believers 

  1. But through love serve one another (Gal. 5:13).

  2. Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one another (Gal. 5:26).

  3. Restore a man who sins in a spirit of gentleness (Gal. 6:1).

  4. Bear one another's burdens (Gal. 6:2).

  5. Share in all good things with him who teaches (Gal. 6:6).

  6. As we have opportunity, let us do good to those who are of the household of faith (Gal. 6:10).

Believers and the Cross 

  1. I have been crucified with Christ (Gal. 2:20).

  2. Before their eyes Jesus Christ is clearly portrayed among them as crucified (Gal. 3:1).

  3. Christ hang on a tree, having become a curse for us (Gal. 3:13).

  4. The cross is disliked by men (Gal. 5:11).

  5. We have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires (Gal. 5:24).

  6. We are not afraid of suffering persecution for the cross of Christ (Gal. 6:12).

  7. Boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ (Gal. 6:14).

  8. The world has been crucified to me (Gal. 6:14).

  9. I have been crucified to the world (Gal. 6:14).
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